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fereat parts of the colony, as they should
have. Are we to trust the Government
in their public wvorks policy, and in their
proposed reappropriation of money? If
they are not to be trusted in one thing
they are not to be trusted in another. It
is a serious responsibility now to incur
further indebtedness. We have had
bo0th prosperity and adverse times in this
colony, and I think the best thing we can
do at present is to go slow, although not
to stand still. When all private busi-
ness men are going slow, let the colony
go0 slow too. Do not let us go wildly
ia our desire to get more population, but
do our best to help on the mining, agrj-
cultural, and pastoral industries. I do
not wish to go too much into detail on
the subjects to which I have referred, but
I do feel that it is necessary to make this
nublic protest and this public appeal on
Ibehalf of the large constituency which
I represent. Every public body in that
part of the colony-aind I say it advisedly
-is united on this subject. All the
leading commercial men of any standing
are opposed to these increased railway
rates. What we want to do is to keep
our money in our own pockets and work
fMr the common prosperity, and we should
nflt increase our railway rates or lay ex-
cessive burdens on any section of the
corimunity. It does not so much matter
about the price of meat or of cereals as
it does giving a man land, so that he may
manke his home in our midst, and gpiving
himt cheap freight. I do not put this for-
wvard as aR bribe, hut I think it would be
better if a political alliance could he
cemented without any further pubflc
works being- constructed at present. T
amn not supporting this amendment in
any carping spirit againsit the Govern-
ment, or in an *y unpatriotic spirit, but
from a conviction that we ought to gpo
slow, and from a belief that a protest on
the part of this House will not be with-
our effect on the Goverrnment, and will
receive that attention to which it is
entitled as coming From an assembly
of this chracter, at the hands of a Gov-
ernment which has, I thoroughly believe,
the interests of this colony atn heart.

On the motion of the ifox. C. E.
flrnsmuR, the debate was adjourned till
the next sitting.

ADJOUENMENIL

On the motion of Tsis COLONVIAL Sec-
RETARY, the House adjourned till 4.30
p.m. on the followving day.
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r Construction of Rliveted Steel

Pipes, re Coolgardie Goldfields Water
Supply. Tender for the Construction
of Welded Steel Pipes, re Ceolgardie
G4oldfields Water Supply.

By the PREMIER: Western Australian
Year Book (1896-97).

By the MINISTER OF MINESi: Amend-
ruent of Regulations uinder "T he Gold-
fields Act, 189-5." Amendment of Rlego-
lations tinder 'The Mineral Lands Act,
1892." Regulations under "The Mining
on Private Property Act, 1897." Gold
Mining Statistics, 1897.

Ordered to lie on the table.

SESSIONAL ORDERS.

JIULSINESS' DAYS AND HOURS.

On the motion of the PREmnIR, resolved
that the House, unless otherwise ordered,
shnll ineet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays,
at 4.30 p.m., and shall sit until 6.30 p.m.,
if necessary ; and, if requisite, from 7.30
p.m. onwards.
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PREcEDENCE OF UOvlflaxT BE-SINES.
On the motion of the PnnneaB, resolved

that on Tuesdays and Thursdays Govern-
ment business shall take precedence of
all 'Motions and Orders of the Day.

On the motion of the Piainsa, coDI-
iiaittees for the session were appointed as
follow :-

Standing Orders Comnittee-Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Butt, and Air. Harper; with
leave to sit during any adjournment , and
with authority to confer upon subjects
of mutual concernment with any Comn-
mnittee appointed for similar purposep. by
the Legislative Council.

Library Comm i ittee.-Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Burt, Mr. Harper, Mr. Simpson, and Mr.
Illingworth ; with leave to sit during any
adjournment, and during the recess, and
with authority to act jointly with the
Library Committee, of the Legislative
Council.

Printing Gommittee.-Mrt. Speaker, Mr.
Piesse, and Mr. Harper; to assist 'Mr.
Speaker in all matters which relate to the
prinsting gecuted. by order of the House,
and for the purpose of selecting and ar-
ranging for printing Returns and Papers
presented in pursuance of Motions made
by Members, and all Papers laid upon the
Table, whether in answer to Addresses, or
otherwise.

REFRESHMENT ROOMS COMMITTEE.

The PREMIER moved that the Refresh-
rnenr Rooms Committee shall consist of
the following members-.-Mr. Speaker,
Mr, Wood, Mr. Simpson, and Mr. Mon-

ge;with leave to sit during any adjourn-
m-ent of the House, and during the recess.

MR. SIMPSON (Gernldton) said addi-
tionai members should he added to the
committee, as the position at present was
eminently unsatisfactory. He had heard
complaints from members, on all sides that
the accomm-odation, the attention, and
other matters were not what they should
be: and if an addition were made to this
committee, perhaps the wishes of hon.
members wrould be met in some better
way, and their comnforts be more studied,
to the advantage of the House generally.
He knew that the previous committee had
only desired to meet the wishes of hon.
members geneiailly. Ho proposed, as
tin amendment, that the names of Mr.

Bubble and Mr. F. Wilson be added to the
coiiinittee as no-iinated.

MR. GEOIGE (the Mlurray) seconded
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed, and the
motion as amnended agreed to.

ADDRESS-TN-REPLY.

SECOND DAY OF DEBATE.

Debate resumied, on the motion made
by Air. Gregory and seconded by Mr.
Rubble, for the adoption of an Address-
ii-Reply to the Governor's opening
Speech.

Ma. GEOR1GE (the Murray) :1 regret
thiat, owing to circumstances which oc-
cutrred at our last mneeting, it has been
necessary that so unimportant a. meni-
her of the House as myself has to lead
off in a debate which, I believe, wjll be
productive of much good, and be in the
best interests of the colony. I feel sure
that, had the Governor's Speech passed
without comment at the last sitting-
day of the House, the country would
have rightly said to us, as the represen-
tatives of the people, "Either you are

-sleeping on your rights, or You are
adopting such tactics. as in our opinion
aire not straightforward nor in the best
interests of the colony." It seems to
mne, from what I can learn, that in a11

Legislatures in the world, when the
Speech from the Throne is placed be-
fore the Rouse, it is open to all mom-
bers of the Assembly, or of the other
branch of the Legislature, to criticise
and indicate the course which they, in
their opinion, think should be taken. I
think that is just, not only as far as in-
dividual members are concerned, but as
far as the Government are concerned.
Her Majesty's Government, however well
they nay be in touch with those who im-
iiiediately follow them, cannot be aware
of the requirements of those on the other
iide. of the Hlouse, or of those who, like
myself, take a seat on the bench which
is usually regrded as sitting on a. rail. I
ani sorry if the object of legislation is to
he merely a tactical battle of shifting
fromi one side of the House to the other,
and vier versa.. If that, were so, of course
it would be necessary for members to ad-
dress themselves to bring about that end.
But I take it, and I am sure I have many
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with me, that the object of Parliament-
certainly it is the wish of the people-is
to see that Her Majesty's Ministers carry
out the wishes of the people as nearly as
possible, doing the best they can for the
majority; and, if that be so, a discuesion
like this cannot be otherwise than
fraught with good. There is one
thing I wish to say before I go
further. I regret I should have
ut'ed certain words in connection with
the leader of the Opposition at
the last sitting of the House to convey
that I thought that the bon. gentle-
man had failed in his duty. I have
already expressed my regret to that hon.
.member privately, and I now take this
public opportunity to say that I did not
intend to convey what the words would
seem to imply. With regard to this
Speech, as usual it rows as the Forrest
Government grows. Responsible Gov-
ernment in this colony commenced with
a few paragranh, and, as year by year
has gone. by, it is like a man with a, large
family of children ; there are more pairs
of boots to provide for, and this Speech
has given us 31 pairs of boots.

MR. Vosrna: They will wvant a. blue
book soon.

MR. GEORGE : What I wish to point
out is that the Speech contains much
which is absolutely stale.

Mn. Snmww: And unprofitable.
Ma. GEORGE: A great quantity of

it is stale, and migpht well have been left
out. What we are most desirous of
learning, and what the country is most
desirous of learning is, what do the
Government intend to do to meet the
present crisis of affairs, which cannot be
regarded as anything but gloomy and
fraught with anxiety to. anyone who
cares, to look a-round him in this colony?

THE PaEnInR: Humbug!1
MR, GEORGE: The right hon. gentle-

man says "humbug;" but he says many
things are humbug which he afterwards
finds to be very solid indeed.

Tax PnnM]ERsn The country is all
right.

MR. GEORGE: No doubt the hon.
gentleman, if ho takes notice of such
small fry as myself, will show us where
the humbug lies; and, before f sit down,
I hope to be able to show, in connection
with the Speech, a considerable amount

of what ordinary people call humjbug,
but which, no doubt, the hon. gentleman
calls statesmanship. We have here a
statement made in paragraph 28 of the
Governor's Speech, that the financial
credit of the colony is satisfactory. The
financial credit of the colony, I suppose,
is satisfactory when, in 'order to keep our-
selves going, we have to go and pledge
something with a friendly "uncle," the
same as an individual goes to the man who
has three balls hanging over his, door. We
are also told, in paragraph 29, that every
industry of the colony is progressing.
There is, not the slightest doubt that the
Premier is quite honest in his belief that
we are progressing; but, unfortunately,
his informants are not sufficiently careful,
or the genial side of his character is so
great that he cannot see that the progress
we are making is practically down hill.
This is no doubt the result of the policy
which has been adopted in tinkering with
thef tariff. I hope that, when the ques-
tion of the tariff comes before thelHouse,
we shall be able to deal with it, not in
the way it has been dealt with before, but
as men, and say straight out, at once,
that we, shall have either freetrade or pro-
tection, a=d not protect one class and
leave another class unprotected. We are
told that the number of public works
which will be placed before us is very
I'r-qe. I shall have to deal with them as
I proceed further, so I will not say much
in regrard to, them now. As far as para-
graph 24 is concerned, apparently the
Governmnent intend that this shall not be
an idle session, and for that I commend
them ; but when the Government gives
us such matters as those dealing with
the goldfields, the public health, tariff,
Crown lands, education, electoral, mines
regulations, and so on, and ending with
t'ie old remark "and other matters of im-
portance," it seems to me that we shall
have the distinguished pleasure of sitting,
here at least for twelve months. We do
not want to have the practice continued
of the Government laying a Bill on the
table and asking members to decide upon
it within five minutes or so. If the Bills
which are enumerated in the Governor's
Speech are prepared and ready, let them
be circulated amongst members, so that
when we have to, deal with them we can
give some reason for the opinions to
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wh~ich we give vent. It is entirely wrong
to ask members to deal with matters in
the manner in which we have been deal-
ing with them during the last few years,
passing measures with a, few minutes'
consideration, or no consideration at all.
I have known members come into the
Rouse and vote for a Bill when they have
never seen it. That cannot be denied.
Can we wvonder at perhaps the biggest
farce which has beet perpetrated in the
colony, I mean that which has resulted
in the alluvial trouble, when we
remember that the Mines Hill wvas
pisced on the table of the House and
rushed through in the manner it
was? Such actions cannot result
iii anything less than the trouble
that has come. I find that in para-
graph 24 there is a promise to deal
with education. We had the assurance
of the Premier when lie did away with
the assisted schools that we should have
free education throughout the colony.
Last session a Bill was brought in atsuch
a late period that it could not fail to be
kicked out.

THE PREMIER: I gave notice of the
Education Bill to-night.

MR. GEORGE: You gave notice of a
Free Education Bill? Then I thank
you for it. I did not hear you give the
notice. There is another matter which
I hope will be brought forward early.
I address the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, and I want to know whether
that hon. gentleman intends to take any
measures dealing with the timber con-
cessions, in order that the interests
of the public may he zealously guarded.
There has been a manifest neglect of
duty in this respect. I take it that
notice of this matter has not been
given.

THE DIRECTR OP PUBLIC WOMBs:
The Bill is ready.

Mn. GEORGE: I should not have
known that if I had not brought the
matter forward. A number of railways
are going to be made in different parts
of the country for special reasons, no
doubt. I make no comment on the rea-
sons why they should be made, but I
ask the Premier, who is the friend of
the people in the older and more
settled districts of the colony, why the
Pirjatrrah to Marradong Railway has

been ignored, and why the Government
spent thousands of pounds in a survey
and have not made this 18 miles of rail-
way, and helped to do away with the
reproach that our agricultural areas are
not producing.

THE PnREIE: You must give us a
littli time, you know.

MR. GEORGE: We have given you
seven years, and if we give you fourteen
years I do not think you would carry it
through. Having had a turn on that
side, I will go on another tack. I will
ask the Director of Public Works-I pre-
sume he is responsible-whether it is in-
tended this session, either by Bill or re-
gulation, to give to the people of Perth
and Fremantle, and other large towns,
what is needed, efficient police protection.
I want to know if we are to go on as; we
have been going during the last few
months. One can hardly take up a news-
paper without reading of a case of rob-
bery, sometimes with violence. There
was a case only the other day when the
Premier's brother had to come forward
with all the bravery of a member of the
Forrest family to protect his own coach-
man. What is to be done to prevent
such things taking place round about
Perth7 There was a highway robbery
under arms only the other day. Surely
we are not to sit supine in the House-
the Government should not wait until
somebody moves in the matter. I ask
the Premier when he Proposes to do
something. I suppose we shall get an
answer that in the present state of the
finances the Government cannot put on
a number of men. I will ask, has not
the gentleman who occupies the Position
of head of the police force, and who has
served the country and grown grey in
the service, earned a pension so that he
may retirel Then we may get a modern
Chief of Police who will deal with the
scoundrels who atre ravaging our highways.
It is the more necessary this matter should
be attended to, from the simple fact that
you cannot go along any street in Perth
without seeing there, staring you in the
face, those human pests of society.
thinly disguised to some, hut not dis-
guised to all-I mean those houses
which are usually termed "immoral
houses." There is hardly a. street
in Perth in which, if a man walks
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out with his wife and children, he
is not confronted with these exhibitions
of indecency ; and not only that, but some
of these women make remarks to men
which are only too suggestive, if not some-
thing worse, though these things do not
apnear to attract the particular attention
of the police. If the control of this matter
lies with the Attorney-General, I will ask
him, if he wishes to redeem himself, as
he has a right to do, in connection with
certain matters which occurred in the last
session, whether he will put into operation
those powers, if they exist, which will make
these houses less of an offence to the
public, and will at least enforce decency
and order in the control of them.

Tun PnENImn : What would you do 7
Tell us what to do.

Mn. GEORGE: If the right hon.
gentleman wishes to go into social
le *gislation, I am prepared to go with him
.a long way in this direction, and even to
carry out the practice of eastern nations,
the. practice described in that old book
in which the, hon, gentleman sometimes
finds an apt quotation-that is, that these
immoral houses shall be concentrated in
one quarter of the town, and shall be kept
tinder such control as will ensure at least
public decency. If the hon. gentleman
wishes to go in that direction in connection
with this question, T will give him as strong
assistance as I possibly can. There is
another question which does not appear
in the Speech, but which has made itself
felt in this city and throughout the colony,
nnd will make itself felt still more
strongly a~s time goes on, and that
is the nuestion of the unemployed
-- the men who are unable, al-
though willing, to obtain work, and
therefore unable to earn the means
of maintaining their wives and families.
It will be a question for us to consider
how to meet this increasing trouble which
has cropped up in other colonies, and can-
not always be kept down here. There are
hundreds of working men walking about
the streets seeking work mad unable to
get it. I know that in my own line of
trade there are from fifty to one hundred
men, as good workmen as ever handled
a tool, and they are walking about unable
to obtain employment. The Premier
knows that, as far as the Fre-
mantle harbor works, locomotive

shops, and other Government works
are concerned, the number of men
formerly employed there have had
to be reduced: and what has become of
those men, and how are their families
being supported? We hear a great dal
about the working men bringing
over their famnilies to live in this
colony; but if the wage-earners
cannot obtain employment when
here, surely the working man, as head
of a family, would be a traitor to those
'who depend upon him if he did not come
here first and see what the country is like,
and if, having come here and finding
employment scarce and uncertain, he were
to bring his family over to live in such
conditions. Is it necessary to wvait until
the cry of the destitute and hungry com-
pels serious attention-until that cry rises
above the flimsy Speech which is put before
us? If ever the right hon- gentleman does
recognise this cry of the unemployed, it
will be because he takes into consideration
something more than the plausible afate-
ments which are put before him by people
who will not see.

Ton PasmuR: It is very easy to warn
and find fault.

MR. GEORGE: The object of having
Riesponsible Government, and having a
Ministry, is that with the greater informa-
tion which is placed before them they may
be able to deal with any ordinary question,
and take the necessary action upon it ; and
if any extraordinary question arises with
which they cannot deal effectually, it is
then their duty to take Parliament into
their confidence, and invite the assistance
which will be freely given to them from
all sides of this House. During 1895
there was a Dill brought in entitled the
"Coldfields Bill," and there wa~s a pretty
wvarm debate on it in this House. There
was one particular division which I wish
to draw attention to. because it is one the
Pffect of which we cnnu all estimate by
what has happened since. In that divi-
sion, by a majority of nine, the voting
being fourteen to five, the Government
were able to carry a measure giving to
the Minister power to make regulations in
the recess; giving him the power to abro-
gate or alter a law, or to make a law, just
as he thought fit ; and safeguarding it
with the provision that within fourteen
days after the assembling of Parliament
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the particular regulation must be laid be-
fore Parliament. Apparently it se-emed
to have been overlooked that all the mis-
chief may be done before Parliament can
get near it. The reason why those five
members opposed the giving of that
power to the Minister for making regula-
tions in the recess was probably because
they had not sufficient. reliance upon the
experience-I will not say the ability, hut
tha experience-of any of the members
of the Ministry when dealing with so
important and new a question as that of
goldfields administration.

THE PREMIER: I do not think there was
any objection made to the giving of power
to make regulations.

MR. ILLIYOWORTUI: Yes, there was.
MR. GEORGE: I believe the member

for Albany (Mir. Leake), the, member for
Geraldton (Air. Simpson), the member
for Nannino (Mr. Illingworth), the mem-
ber for East Perth (Mr. James), and my-
self objected to that provision.

THE PREMIER: You are quite in error,
I assure you.

MnR. GEORGE: I believe I am exactly
stating what was the feeling of the five
members who made the objection that
they had not sufficient reliance on the
experience of the hon. gentleman who
was to administer that Bill, to en-
shie him to make laws; and if
you require any proof of the fact
that wve were right, and that the
fourteen who voted for it were wrong,
that proof must have been shown in
recent events on the goldfields in connec-
tion with the alluvial question. If we
were wrong in objecting to that provision,
let me ask the Premier to explain to this
House how it was that be afterwards re-
versed the action of his colleagues, when
a certain regulation on the alluvial ques-
tion had been made. I do not wish to be
misunderstood. It is immaterial to me
who sits on one side or the other of the
House, but the opinion I want to
emphasise is that so grave a matter as
giving tbe power to a Minister to
make regulations in the recess is
such as no Parliament should allow,
and I trist it will never be allowed
again by this or any other Parliament.
I am glad to say that the Premier proved
himself a man all through; and that,
putting his own temporary inconvenience

on one side, and laying aside also the
frights of those hysterical friends of bis
who wvere advisiing him in a&certain direc-
tion, that irrespective of the inconveni-
ence and the hustling and threpressure he
was subjected to at Kalgoorlie on a cer-
tain occasion, he took a course of deal-
ing fairly and justly with a. grave public
situation, which has caused him to stand
higher than possibly he would have done
if he had viewed it with the feelings of
irritated personality. Turning now to
a trade with which I have had a
little to do in the past, and which
interests my constituency considerably,
I find the same tactics have been
taken by the Commissioner of Crown
Lands in passing certain regulations
during the recess. It seems that
in JuWSF 1897, in the Executive Council,
certain regulations dealing with the
timber trade were brought forward
and adopted ; that they were duly
gazetted, and passed into law. The
effect of those regulations has been
exactly what was stated by the member
for West Kimberley and also by myself,
in the previous session, in reference to
the Bill then before the House relating
to the regulation of timber areas; for
they have had the effect of harassing
thr. very men who ought to be particu-
larly considered in the building up of
our country. I have always said it is
more important to have a hundred men
earning their own living, not as wage-
earners, but as little masters, than it
is to have one or two big mills, with
the usual effect of large concerns; that
we should rather seek to build up a
self-reliant population by havingpeople
working on their own account in a
small way, gradually becoming em-
ployers, and showing their familieshow
to rise above the condition of mere
wage-earners. We must have em-
plcyers and employees, of course; but
we should endeavour to encourage the
employees to become self-reliant, and to
rise to the condition of employers, in-
stead of having a system which can
only work harma to the country. As
to the timber regulations which were
passed by the Excutivel Council, my
particular objection is that in a Hill
which was introduced by the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands in 1897 (Mr.
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A. R. Richardson), and discussed in this
Rouse, there were provisions almost
word for word the same as those regula-
tionst which were afterwards passed by
the Executive Council - regulations
which were made law after the Bill con-
taining them had been rejected by Par-
liainent. The member for West Kim-
herney (Mr. A. Forrest) and myself were
for once ini accord, on that question;
the member for Nannine (Air. Illing-
worth) took the same course in oppos-
ingr the adoption of those timber regu-
lations. And yet after Parliament had
decided that the Bill could not be ac-
cepted, the objectionable features of it,
the particular regulations I am refer-
ring to, were passed in the Executive
Council, and in that way were made the
low of the land. Is that a sort of pro-
cedure which Parliament should allowl
I believe the persons who are really to
bk-me for it are the red-tape officers
wvhom the present Commissioner of
Crown Lands (Ron. 0. Throssell) is
,endeavouring to eliminate from his de-
partment. I wish it to be distinctly
stated that, so far as regulations maale
by a Minister are concerned, they should
not have the effect of interfering with
or fultering the law, and especially do
I object when Parliament has by its
action refused to sanction such altera-
tion. The most serious parag-raph in
the Speech is, in my opinion, that which
says:

In order to provide funds to carry
out these works my Ministemrs propuse
to resppropriate, a sufficient sum for the
purpose from certain items of the Loans
already autborised, and by this means
avoid any additional Loan authorisation at the
present time. No injury will be done to the
works provided on tho Loan Schedules by
adopting this course, inasmuch as before the
amount reappropriated will be required a new
Loan autborisation can be provided.
Vfeli, that may be high finance; it may
be the proper way, according to all es-
tablished party methods of dealing with
money; it may be the correct way;- but
I do not think it can be considered the
right way, if we apply to our political
life the same rules which govern
us in our ordinary life. Let me
put it, for example, in this way:
Supposing a man has partners, who agree
to accept a, joint liability with the object
of raising funds to carry out a certain, ob-

ject; supposing the money is raised, and
each partner takes up his precise duty
a-nd carries it out; then, what would hap-
pen if the managing partner of the firm,
without consultation with the others, pro-
ceeded to appropriate that money to some
other purpose, or perhaps to go into some
other line of business with it? Would
that be considered honest I Would it be
considered honourable I No. Would it
not be immediately oharacterised as an
act of such a, nature as to warrant an im-
mediate dissolution of partnership?
Tn Panusat: I do not think that is

the case here. I do. not think you are
putting the ease correctly.

Ma. GEORGE: I am putting it accord-
ing to my lights, and the Premier will
have ant opportunity of correcting me.
There is no man who will be better pleased
than myself if the hon. gentleman can
show me that paragraph 26 is really jus-
tifiable. If he can show me that he is
right, I shall be pleased indeed But
what strikes me in connection with it is
that certain money bas been. borrowed to
carry out certain works, the esti-
mates for which have been made
bY the responsible officers who work
under Her Majesty's Government.
I? the estimates for such works
were found to be unreliable on account of
unforeseen difficulties, or because it was
thought wise that certain alterations-
should be made, then I could understand
this proposl. But the Minister does not
tell us that. Re simply tells us. that he
proposes to borrow from certain items of
the loans already authorised, from works
that he will put off for a certain time,
and that in this way he will manage to
provide by a species of borrowing.
TusI PREIER.a I did not say that.
MR. GEORGE: If that is not so, will

the Director of Public Works explain to
me how it is that over a million additional
yards of rook should be excavated at our
magnificent Fremantle harbour works,
while nearly all the men have heen
knocked off 7

ThsE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WOnKS: It
ha all been blasted. It has now only
to be dredged.

Ma. GEORGE: It has all been blastedI
Then, I am very sorry indeed that some
of those ofcasIpresume they must
be officials--who gave information to, the
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press are not either told to mind their
own business, for which the country pays
them-that, is, to do their work-or else
told that if they make statements that
are incorrect they will be dealt with as
would be done in a private concern.

THx DIRECOR OF PUnLIC WORIKS: The
whole of the work has been blasted out,
except that upon which men are now
engaged.

MR. GEORGE: Exactly. I may say
that, though I dop not know much about
high finance, Still, when I come to treat
of matters of the sort I am about to deal
with now, I think I may fairly claim the
ear of the House. They are matters of
wich I have had a. little experience
[TUB PREMIER: Hear, hear.]I I cannot com-
plain of the way in which thc, House treats
Ime. But the Director of Public Works
tells us that all the rest of the material
which has to come out of the old harbour
can be dredged, and yet we are informed
by the inspired newspaper that it was
estimated on a certain date that 1,173,000
cubic yards still require to be blasted
and dredged-not dredged only, but
blasted first and then dredged. And
the estimated cost of drilling, blasting, and
dredging is Wes per yard. Therefore, if I
have erred, I haive erred simply because I
have been misled by those eminent gentle-
men who advise the Cabinet in the carry-
ing out of those gigantic monuments of a
people's skill. I do not know whether the
hon. gentleman thinks his statemnent cor-
rect or whether he requires a little time
for reflection.

MRs. JAMEna: The Government officials
are not paid to be honest; they are paid
to sup~port the Government policy.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS: I
wilanswer you later.
Ma. GEORGE: I have a very intimate

acquaintance with a number of Govern-
ment men. It is an open secret
that, with regard to some of the
chief officials, I am not eminently
prepossessed in their favour ; but
I do not wish in any way to
cast a slur upon their honesty or their in-
tegrity, and I hope that the House will not
think that I do. But when we find that
statements are given to the press
detailing the progress of works, that
estimates are given to the press which
we may assume are considered to be

correct; Surely we, who sare not behind the
scenes, are justified in criticising those
statements? And, when we find that wve
cannot balance them, surely we are correct
in drawing this conclusion, that if the
Government officials make mistakes in
carrying out work, and have made mis-
takes in the estimates which have been
placed before us-we knowing nothing of
the figures from which they are deduced
- are we not right and justified
in Saying, "How do we know that
anr- of the estimates placed before
us are to be relied upon?" And
if we do not know that they are to be
relied upon, have we any right to pledge
the credit of this colony on information
based on those estimates on which we can-
not rely? I remember perfectly well when
the first opening of the Fremantle harbour
works took place. A greattnumber of us-
big and little men, myself amongst the
latter-went down to Fremantle to hear a
few speeches, and to drink some
champagne. Mltogether wve felt we
werc going to have a first-class
time. We were told that it was the
dawn of prosperity in Western Australia,
which would be due entirely to the harbour
works. Well, that prosperity has dawned,
but it came principally from the gold of the
colony, and not from the harbour works.
And we were told that the total cost of
carrying out those works, accord-
ing to the plane then laid before
us on the table -if I remember
rightly, there was a, huge map
showing where ships would lie, and which
we may actually see at the present time-
would be L800,000. I have no objection
to say a million, because I know there are
always extras and unexpected difficulties in
other matters besides political ones ;
therefore, we will say a million. I would
like to know-and I intend to ask
the House to assist me, in getting
thisi information during the session
-the cost of the Fremantle harbour
works from the start. [THE PREMIER:
Hear, hear.] I do not want those
pretty little tabulated forms like sticks
standing up on their ends; but I want to
see something which an ordinary practical
man like myself can get hold of. I do want
you to give me something similar to a
statement by the aid of which I could cut
down a hill or make a road. If Ministers
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can give me this, I think the House will find
it very interesting reading, when I trouble
them again. But to return to this particu-
lar work, we are told there were from
three to four hundred men en gaged on
it for over two years, at a cost
in wales of from £80,000 to £100,000.
I do not know whether the bon.
gentleman has seen that very primitive
method of drilling and working which has
been adopted at Fremantle. It put me
very much in mind of a, fishing village I
once visited in the East, where piles were
driven into the sand for a certain distance
out to sea, and you saw on the top of
each pile what might be called a bulge.
The nature of it you could not distinguish
until you got near, and then you found
it was one of the natives -fishing from the
top of the pile. I think the eminent
engineer who devised the system of drill-
ing invogue at Fremiante-which is the
most antiquated method conceivable-
must have paid a visit to the eastern
place of which I have just spoken, and
taken his ideas from the methods of its
inhabitants. Why, it has taken two
gangs of men to simply move the stagring
about, so that between three and four
hundred men stand on these Stages and
go through the pleasant though
monotonous process of lifting up a
rod and dropping it down again
so many times in the day. Of
course it took five men to a 3Oft.
drill, and 6ft. per day in deep
water was found to be a fair day's work.
When they were in shallow water, four
men could handle the drill, because it
was neither so long nor so heavy, and Sft.
per day was found to be the average.
These figures are pretty correct, because
they will nearly give us the quantites
which they say have been removed. Yet,
when we go down to Bunbury-to, that
beautiful place in the South where the
Government are making a seaport for
the ships which we ho-pe ill return, we
find that they are drilling granite at a
cost of Is. 6d. a, foot.

THiE DiREcTORa oF PUBLIC WOaKS: -you
know there is a great difference between
drillingr in granite and drilling in water.

Ma. "GEORGE: I know exactly what I
am talking about. If you will only allow
me to proceed, my figures will probably
give you a little bit of instructive infor-

mation. I say, without fear of any con-
tradiction whatever, that if the Govern-
ment had called for tenders for this work,
or if they had as a. chief such a man as
would ho employed to do that work under
private enterprise, a man accustomed to,
contractors' work on a large scale, we
would never have seen such primitive
arrangements as I have just described
for the purpose of drilling holes in the
rock. You would have had steami drills
there; and, instead of seeing an army
Of. 400 men you would have had 50 or 60
men doing as much work as they managed
to accomplish; thus releasing the re-
mainder of the hands for other necessary
work in connection with the harbour,
which would greatly facilitate Operations&
I find in this return we are told some-
thing that seems to me most peculiar.
It seems to me that. the reporter was

. either incorrectly informed, or else he
was dealing with a matter which
be understood very imperfectly. We
are told that 925,000 cubic yards
we-re drilled and blasted-nobody
could make. any seri ous mistake
about that. We are further told
that the cost was £141,419-we pre-
sume there is no mistake about that.
Then we are told that this stuff was re-
moved by two dredges--I believe that
is correct, Mfr Commissioner?

Tan Dnsnaon OF PUBLIC WORS
There was another dredge.

MR. GEORGE: Yes, and the "Fre-
mantle." There were three dredges.
And, strange to say, after those 925,000
cujbic yards of stuff were drilled and
blasted, and after those dredges had re-
moved the whole of the Stuff, there muti
have been a sort of "sinking fund," for
they had got the amount down as
628,535 cubic yards of stuff removed.

TnE PREMIER: Thely did not dredge
all, 1 think.

MR. GEORGE: Mine is a fair inference
from the article. They dredged it all,
leaving 297,453 ya-rds, which have van-
ished somewhere or other.

Tirs Pas~mn:. The stone has not been
taken up yet.

Mu. GEORGE: Or else those additional
yards were never drilled nor blasted.
Either they were not drilled or blasted,
or else they vanished. There can he no
mistake about that. What I want to
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point out, in regard to that, is that
if we are to have returns given to us
which, on the face of them, are wrong to
the extent of fifty per cent, in the quantity
of stuff, are we justified in accepting as
facts any of the costs which have been
placed before us? If it had been. my duty
to carry out works of this description,
and I had placed such figures before my
employers, I can tell you I should have
"gone" very quickly. Further, it appears
there are 1,173,000 cubic yards still to
be blasted and dredged; and have we any
guarantee that this estimate is correct?
If the officers of the departmnnt made
mistakes before, and they have got on to
the right course now, I want to tell the
House that, with regard to the £-586,000
required to make the channel, what should
it have been when we were told that
£800,000 was what would be required to
complete the works?7

Tax UMacr Or PUBLIC WOnKS: Wait
till you get the returns.

MnR. GEORGE:- It will assist the officers
a good deal in making out their returns,
if they only see what I have said. We do
not know how much has been spent
already; but only assuming that a con.-
siderable proportion of the £800,000 has
gone, say three-quarters of the amount
has gone, though I do not say that
amount is correct, and the hon. gentleman
can correct me if I am wrong, then we
want to finish one important part which
alo-ne will cost £600,000 ; and how are
the Ministry going to, arrange paragraph
26 of the Speech, and provide loans for
the reappropriations? The hon. gen~tle-
man, no doubt, is relying upon informa-
tion which has been given to him. There
is £,600,000 wanted for one nortion of
the work, and there is plenty of other
work to be done in the harbour besides.
To complete the affair1 something like
£,800,000 or £900,000 will be wanted.

Tax Panasa: Oh, no.
Mn. GEORGE: If that is not the sum,

let the bon. gentleman issue instructions
to his lieutenants, those who supplied the
information for ther articles to the news-
papera, to leave this matter alone. I do
not want to be rough on the Premier, but
I am on my own ground now, and can
Speak on this subject.

Tax PRE~miER: But your facts are not
right.

MR. GEORGE: I have been in Parlia-
ment over four years, and I have never
known the bon, gentleman or his lieu-
tenants able to support any contradiction-
of my facts in regard to these matters.
There is another potion of the harbour
works, the timber work for the wharves
and jetties; hut I am not going to jump
the claim of the member for North-East
Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper), who has given
notice of a string of questions on this
point, although I could have dealt with it.

Tim DifnsCOR OF PUBL1c WORKS: That
is on another track.

MRii. GEORGE: I think the hon. gentle-
man will be found Sitting on the "busi-
ness-end of the, tack" directly. Last
Session the Minister informied the House
that the Government were doing work far
cheaper than the contractors. He said
the contractors were, something like
"cwolves in sheep's clothing." When the
matter was gone into, the Director of
Public Works had to admit that his
trained officials 'were wrong. The
Engineer-in-Chief made a, speech at Fre-
mantle, a. sort of semi-political speech,
in which he was led off by the Director of
Public Works, scratching the back of thc
Engineer-in-Chief ; and the Engineer-in-
Chief, in reply, said it was -unfair to
isolate any portion of the works in con-
nection. with the Fremantle harbour. Is
that not an admission of incapacity?7 If
the Engineer-in-Chief wishes us to, accept
his estimate, he mnust not forget a little
rule which we have in our business, that
when the greater includes the lesser, and
the lesser is found to be wrong,
thei you may hbe sure the greater
is wrong also. I wvill ask whether
any mercy would have been shown
to fay unfortunate contractor, if
any portion of his work had been isolated
and dealt with in the same fashion? I
Could deal with the Midland Junction work-
shops, where £12,000 were spent in build-
ing an mesthetic cottage and a small shed;
but I intend to ask certain questions on
that point, and then probably we shall
have an interesting debate. I will deal
with the Coolgardie water scem~ie
and the Munds ring reservoir. A
piece of extravagance is going on
at Mundaiing,, aLnd I wish to point
it out to the Premier, who seemst
to he the only man who can put his
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foot down, and keep it down, when
he finds anything wrong. The De-
partmnent built a. railway there, down an
incline, which cost £7,000, to convey the
trucks which have to carry the cement.
The cement which has to be taken down is
30,000 casks, equivalent to 6,000 tons,
and the cost of carting it down would have
been £,2,000. It must have been intended
to cart it, for why are the Government
keeping thirty or forty horses eating their
heads off in the stables, if they did not in-
tend doing the work with them?

The DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
What about the coal and the pipes I

Mn. GEORGE :No doubt the answer is
that the Department has to get the coal
and the pipes down; but why was not the
railway put in a position to carry the
cement which it was necessary to carry I
Why was the railway stopped short, and
now the department has to employ an
auxiliary engine to wind the cement to
where it ought to golI think the Director
of Public Works had better leave me alone
in reference to this matter, as I know
something about it. If the Department
had implicit faith in its officials, let me
ask the hon. gentleman how it is that
the Government brought an engineer
from the Bunhury harbour works, who
gained a great portion of his experience
with a contractor.

THmg DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
He was brought up because he knew his
work.

Ma.. GEORGE: I must apologise
for having detained members so
lon, but when a, gratuitous insult
is given to the colony by a gentle-
man who is; playing " scratch backs"
with another, I must say something
adbout it. If the Engineer-in-Chief has not
learned to~ attend to his duty instend of
playing at politics, he must be
taught ; and the country will tell
him that, if he goes to a public
meeting, he must not pose there
as if he were simply the man who had done
all these things. The Engineer-in-Chief
stated, on the I11th April-the Director of
Public Works can correct. me if I am wrong,
because I am taking this from the report
in a newspaper

He had always regarded it as a subject for
congratulation the fact that upon these
works the eight-hour day was also introduced,

not f ronm any sentimental motives.....
He pinted to the Frenmantle harbour works,
which ware. being done at a cheaper rate than
other works of a similar nature could be done
for, where men were worked like elaves.

I ask the House if that is'language which
the Engineer-in-Chief should use towards
an honest, hard-working class, whatever
their other failings may be, and I speak of
contractors who have carried out works. as
large as those 'thait have been carried out
by the Engitter-in-Cbiief. As to the Gov-
ernment carrying out the eight-hours
principle, in 1890, we had the eight-hours
system here1 long before I came to the
colony, and we had the eighit-hours prin-
ciple on railway contracts. The Engineer-
in-Chief, who is a large employer of labour,
and is going in for day-work ini
every shape and form, tells us, that
other masters and employers are
slave drivers, and that the Government
are beneficent angels. The Engineer
in-Chief ought to be ashamed of himself;
and if the Director of Public Works en-
dorses what he has said, then I am entirely
mistaken in my estimate of his manhood.

MR. HOLMES (East Fremantle) : It
is necessary that Parliament should
have been convened at this early stage,
because there are many matters of im-
portance demanding immediate and
prompt attention. I hope that all hen.
members will give extra time to the
business of the country, at all events
until the work which has been delayed
has been overtaken, and the time that we
have lost has been made up. I sin not
sorry at the action of New South Wales
in respect to federation as far as this
colony is concerned, and I hope that before
the question again arises the suffrage
may have been extended, so that when
the House is called upon to decide upon
federation at a later date we may have
a widespread expression of public feeling
on this important subject. There is no
doubt whatever in my mind that the
voice of the people should be the
authority of this Chamber in all matters
of public importance such as this. I am
pleased to note that the bhranch of the
Royal Mint is nearly completed. I hope
that is so. As far as I am concerned I
have my doubts about it;- still I am
pleased to know that the Speech sets
forth tha~t it is nearly completed. I hope
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the Government have not lost sight of the
fact that concessions hare been made to
the branches of the Royal Mint in the
eastern colonies, in regard to the coinage
of silver. This concession has been made
to the branches in New South Wales and
Victoria, and the coinage of silver goes a
long way to pay for the coinage of the
gold. I make this statement with con-
hdlence, because during the last ssssion of
Parliament in reply to my questions the
Premier promised that enquiries should
be made on this subject. I hope en-
quiries have been made, because I believe
this colony, being the largest producer of
gold, should stand on the very best
footing. The promise that the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme is being energeti-
celly pushed forward will meet with the
approval of the House, but I would like
to say this, that there is a doubt whether
the Public Works Department is capable
of carrying out the work successfully. I
have spoken elsewhere on this subject,
and I would be failing in my duty to my
constituents and the country if I failed
to express the doubt as to the capability
of the Public Works Department in
carrying out such a work as this. (Mn. A.
FORREST: Whom would you trust it tol
I would not trust it to the Government,
according to the way in which money has
been squandered in other directions. All
I can ay is that my statements were
made on plain facts, and if the Director
of Public Works can exonerate the de-
partment, no one will be more pleased
than myself. A long list of railway
works are promised in the Speech of His
Excellency the Governor, which I think
will raise a doubt in our minds as to
whether or not we are travelling a little
too fast with railway construction. I
think all are agreed that our finances are
not in a good condition, and I think in
such a case that discretion is the better
part of valour. Paragraph 9 deals with
the important works on the stock routes
to and from Roebourne and elsewhere.
If these works have been well carried out
and the money economically spent, no
doubt they will be a grat benefit to the
country, and the Ministry generally may
be congratulated. The same may cer-
tainly be said of the harbour improve-
ments on the North coast, and I think
the members of the Ministry can always

rely upon members of the House sup-
porting them when they are endeavoring
to assist Struggling localities. it is
pleasing also to notpice in the Speech that
the Harbour Works at Fremantle are pro-
gressing favourably. Unfortunately there
is an unpleasant rumour about, that this
work is to be delayed in a certain direc-
tion because certain contractors or a
certain contractor has been able to evade
the watchfulness of the department, and
instead of driving the piles, as he should
have done, ten or fifteen feet in the sand
he has only driven them two or three feet,
and if the dredge came alongside to take
the sand awvay, the wharf and structure
would fall.

MIR. SIMPSON: Was that done under
departmental inspectioni

Ma. HOLMES: Yes, under inspection.
AIR. SIMPSON: Good gracious!
MR. HOLMES: flat is departmental

inspection, and if the Department is not
capable of watching a. contractor, is the
Department capable of carrying out the
work I That is the point. However,
the rumour is afloat, and I think that,
in many instances, where there is smoke
we shall find there is fire. There is no
doubt that these works ought to be
cnergetically pushed on; but we must
ihot make Sacrifices in this direction, by
allowing a contractor to evade the terms
of the contract which he undertakes. If
it has been so in this case, of which I
have very little doubt, it goes a long way
to prove what I have always said in con-
nection with the policy of departmental
construction of works. The improvement
of the agricultural prospects of the colony
is- largely due, in my opinion, to the busi-
ness enterprflse displayed by our friend
the Commissioner of Crown Lands; and,
with his capable administration of the
Lands Department, I see no reason what-
ever why, at a very early date, this colony
should not be capable of producing all
its own food supplies. But the Govern-
ment should, in my opinion, first develop
the large area of good agricultural land
remnaining, in their heads, before they
undertake to repurchase land which has
passed into the hands of private holders.
The existence of tick in the East Kim-
berley district is only the natural out-
crmne of the line of policy against which
I raised my voice at the very outset
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When it was first sought to introduce
tick-infested cattle from the Northern
Territory of South Australia, I warned
the Government that, with the introduc-
Lion of cattle from the Northern Terri-
tory, there would inevitably be the
introduction of tick. The result has
been that cattle were subsequently
brought into, Western Australia, from
the Northern Territory, and with them
came the mnuch-dreaded tick. The result
now is, that the East Kimnberley district,
on which the meat markets of this colony
depend during the winter season for meat
supplies, there being then a scarcity in
other colonies, is closed through tick in-
fection, and the. cattle there cannot be
removed. I can say to the Government
to-day, without fear of contradiction, I
told you it would be so, from the very
beginning.

MR. EWING:- Is. tfiere tick in. West
Kiimbcrley?7

MR. A. FORREsT: No,

MR. HOLMES: We have to. find that
out.

Tax PREMIER: There is no tick there.
Mn. SrnrP.:v You took a carpet bag-

ful to Melbourne.
Mu. HOLMES: The proposals for rail-

way construction generally will raise
matter for debate at a later date; and
1, at all events, will weant to be assured
that there is going to be sufficient
revenue earned by these new lines to pay
for something more than grease, before 1
sanction their construction. Another
point in connection- with it, which I shall
object to, is the suggested policy of tak-
ing lnacy which has already been ear-
Miarked for one purpose, and devoting
it to another; for I have no hesitation
in saying that it is risky business. I
know a bit about financing, having had
to do it, and I say this is risky business,
and that if I attempted it in my trade
I would be told that I was playing fast
and loose. I do not think I shall be
wrong in, telling the Government that,
if th.:yt continue this policy, they will be
playing fast and loose. In conclusion.
I would like to say that the general
statement of the affairs of the colony, as
put before us in His Excellency's Speech,
is fairly satisfactory, and I hope that all
our expectations may be realised.

[A lengthy pause ensued, no member
rising to continue the debate.]

THE SnEAxsu: If no honourable mem-
bar rises to continua the debate, I shall
put the question.

Mn. ILLINOWOUOTH (Central Murchi-
son): I fully expected that when hon.
members took the responsibility of ad-
journing this debate on Thursday last,
they had some sound reason for asking
the House to continue the debate. I
mnust confess that neither from the bon.
member who moved the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply, nor from the hon.
member who seconded that Address,
was any light thrown on this myste-
rious, document which, by courtesy, we
are supposed to call the Governor's
Speech. I say it is trifling with the
House, and trifling with the coun-
try, to place such a document as
this before hon. members, and to sup-
pose that those members, acquainted
as they are in the aggregat with the
whole of the colony, should be asked
simply to give their adherence to cer-
tamn statements concerning the progress
of public works during the past year-
amongst other things the sinking of a
well, somewhere in the district of Esper-
once. Politics in this country seem,
however, to have hardly got on their
proper basis. One would have expected,
with important matters before the
country, with stirring incidents such as
have occurred in the recess, that
the Premier would at an early date have
made his views, and his purpose, and
his plans known to the country; that
he would have gone on. the public plat-
form and given the country same indi-
cation of what was to be the policy of
the Government, more, especially at;
this country, during the last six months,
at any rate, has been passing through a
severe trial, an experience which I trust
will not continue, and certainly not be
renewed. I have no hesitation in say-
ing that the adverse. circumstances
under which we meet to-day, and the
cixcumstanaces through which this
country has been passing, are, to a very
large extent, if not wholly, the result
of the bad financial arrangements of the
Government of this colony. We need
go no further hack than simply to one
circumstance, which would not be re-
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Jarred to at this stage by me if the Gov-
ermnent had not repeated, after what
I considered a, generous forgiveness, the
samle kind of financial folly-I refer to
the Great Southern Railway Bonds. The
giving of those bonds was the first step
in the downward career of West Austra-
lian finance; and this House, accepting
the. assurance that somewhat; of a march.
had been stolen on the Treasury, and
that the experience which the Treasury
had gone through would prevent it from
nic0king a. similar mistake again, gener-
ously forgave the Treasurer for that mis-
take. That it was aL mistake, and that
it did a vast injury to this country, every-
one now knows. But the next thing
is that the Government have persisted
in putting upon the market Treasury
bilix of short dates; and I say this
pulicy has been most destructive to the
credit of this country; that this policy
has brought about unrest and a,
financial lack of confidence, not only in
the colony, but out of the colony. I say
also that much of the depression which
exists-and it is useless for the Premier
to deny that it does exist, because every
man in the country, and especially every
man in business, knows that there is de-
pression in the colony-[Ma. GbonoE:
flear, hear]-every man knows that this
country is suffering from a very severe
depression; and yet wes are asked
to believe this statement in the
Speech, that everything is going
on well. To-night we have been
told, in the very classical language
which usually comes from the Treasury
bench, that a statement of this kind,
that there is depression in the country,
is all "humbug." We have, had quite
enough of this persistent bolstering up;
vet the next step in the financial ar-
rargem ants of the Government is that,
instead of going boldly and fearlessly
to the London market and raising a loan
in a, public and open manner, as the
Treasury might have done with success,
the London market being in a most
favourable condition, as I happen to
knawtv

TiE PErER: You know all about it,
of course.

MR. ILLINO-WOR PI: I am just as
well acquainted with the facts of which
I am speaking as is the rremier.

Tim PREMIER: I do not think you are.
MRs. ILLINGWORTH: I have not the

minute informnation which the Premier
has, but I know there are over thirty
million pounds of gold in the Bank of
England now.

Ma. A. FOREST: And the Bank wvill
keep it, too.

A. ILLTNGWORTH: And the Baink
will keep it, when a, Treasurer discredits
the financial position of his own colony.
The next step, as I said, is that the Gov-
ernment borrowed half a million of mnoney
from the A.M.P. Society; and I suppose
the next thing will be that the Govern-
ment will go to that establishment which
is managed by Mr. Joseph Rogers, in St.
George's Terrace-an institution which
is capable of lending money to the Gov-
ernment, if they are able to pay the re-
quired amount of interest. All this
mnight, be very well, and these remarks
perhaps might be amusing if they..were
not serious-it might be very well for
the Government to simply push this off,
and say: "Oh, Illingwvorth knows nothing
about financing." Well, perhaps he
d oesn't ; but the country knows th at th ere
is something wrong somewhere, and every
man in business is feeling the pressure;
and I affirm that the bad financing of the
Government is very largely the cause of
the present depression. I say if the
Government had faced the London
market with the powers. that this, House
gave to them for the purpose of obtain-
ing a loan, they would have obtained a
loan, and that at a very satisfactory
price. Instead of fishing around for
£500,000 here and £500,000 there,
givng 4 per cent. bills and selling
them at 101 and 102, they might
have raised a loan in a proper busi-
ness-like manner, if they had not
depreciated the market through their
own bad financing. When we come to
consider this beautiful work called the
Governor's Speech, I really am not sur-
prised that the leader of the Opposition
looked at it, turned it inside out, and
wondered what in the world he could find
in it worthy of comment. I can fancy
him saying to himself:- "I can generally
speak, when there is anything to. speak
about; but this is. just a little bit too
much for me," The Speech says: "List
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of public works completed and to be
completed."

THE PREMIER: Surely you have got a
better argument than that.

Ma. ILLTNGWORTH: If I were to
present one, I do not- think the Premier
would appreciate it. I have never been
able to get the Premier to appreciate
arguments. If you advance an argu-
ment, he says: "Oh, that is all humbug."
That is about the length and breadth of
the treatment which arguments get from
the right hon. gentleman. Platitudes, of
course, go down. Flattery-well, you
can give him as much of that as you like.
But there is one thing, at any rate, to
which I must refer; and seeing that I
have risen, and I did not. intend to rise,
I may just as well say what I want to
say about it. The Go'vernment have
passed through the usual stages of change,
and have been pleased to give the
country-

MR. SrmpsoN: Change or decay?
MR. ILLINGWORTH: Oh, never de-

cay!I They have been pleased to give the
country a Minister of Mines. I do not
know "'hat hon. members think, but with
the number of hon. members in this
Rouse and in another place who have ex-
perience in mining, I am in a position to
say all I have to say in a single sentence.
It is this, that it was a insult to both
Houses, and it is aninsult to the country,
to make the appointment which theyfihave
made ; and I say so with all respect to the
hon. gentlenman himself and to the position
which he occupies. No one in this House
perhaps is more highly respected, and I
myself have a very high respect for him;
but for the Government to place an hon.
gentleman at the head of the Mines De-
partment, which is the very first of our
producing departments, the one thing
which this colony has to lean upon-for the
Government to appoint to that position a
gentleman who has hardly ever seen
a mine in his life, and has never
scent a week of his life on a
goldfield, is more, at any rate, than
I am prepared to admit as being a
right proposal or a right action. Of course,
I know the Government were somewhat re-
stricted in their selection, because they
have adopted one principle from start to
finish, the principle that the first qualifica-
tion of a Minister of the Crown shall he

that he was born on W~est Australian soil;
and, being complete in the instance under
notice, the qualification is fully complete.

THE PREMIER: I do not think you are
quite justified in saying that. Half of the
Ministers were not born in Western Aus-
tralia-fully one-hall.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: The statement is
fully qualified by the facts.

Tir PREsME: One-half were not born
in this colony, and those who were are
none the worse for being born here.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: No, they are
better. I do not think that there is any
soil in the universe that could produce men
of the calibre of the Western Australians.
I think the brightest intellects of the world
are to be produced in Western Australia,
and I therefore came here with a view to
improve my education. That is why I
have come-that I may get a little in-
formaition from time to time. But I do
say that the great mining industry of this
country is one that requires such oversight
as, with all his ability, and I credit the
hon. member with a vast amount of it.-
with all the ability he possesses he has
not that experience-that is the one point
-he has not that experience wvhich this
position demands. We have also to deal
with paragraph 17 of this Address: -

The completion of the railway to the Collie
coalfield renders it necessary to determine the
best means to further encourage the working
of the valuable coal deposits existing in that
locality. The recent developments have satis-
factorily shown that in the Collie coalfield the
colon.y possesses a valuable asset, and every
endeavor should be made to turn it to the most
profitable account.

No explanation is given of the policy of
the Government on this question. It is
declared to be a most important thing;
it is declared to be at a stage in which
some declaration of policy is necessary ;
then, I ask, why does not this document
declare the policy I Are we to be satis-
fied with the statement that something
requires attention and development, and
that it has arrived at a stage when that
development is necessary? And is this
question of the Collie coalfield to go on
beyond this session of Parliament, and to
run into the recess, and are we then to
have some nice piece of jobb cry in cc-n-
nection with the arrangements for the
work on that coalfield?

THE PEER: Jobb cry?
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MR. TLLINGWORTH: Yes, I say
"jobbery." I wish to use Parliamentary
language; but, at the same time, some
of these words want bringing out occa-
sionally. What is to be the policy of the
Government? Is it to be the socialistic
one of undertaking to work the Collie
coalfield themselves? Are we about to
do with the coalfield what the Premier a
couple of years ago at Bunbury said they
intended to do with the agricultural
industry? We were told that they were
going to clear the land and plough it
and grow potatoes at a cost of £10 per
ton and sell them for £4. Are we going
to work our coalfield in that way?
Are the Government going to raise this
coal at a cost of 25s. per ton, when they
could easily procure elsewhere at 16s. an
article equally as good? I would say
that, if it became so important that the
Government should include this question
in the Governor's Speech, they should
have gone further and told us what was
to be their policy in connection with its
development. I want to get hold of
something in the Speech of which I can
approve. I would like to approve of
something that the Forrest Government
have done; and I find something here
which I want to emphasise as receiving
my distinct approval, for I am glad to
learn that we are to have some light
thrown upon the question of our great
educational system. I hope that when
it comes it will be free, secular, and com-
pulsory. Then a new Electoral Bill is
another thing I am very pleased to see
forms a part of the policy of the Govern-
ment. This Electoral Bill which we have
heard about so often and so long--is it to
be a machine of the same kind asthe last
one? Are the Government about to give
us an Act which had better be described
as an Electoral Prevention Act, in pur-
suance of which we have something like
two thousand voters struck off one roll
here, and the same all over the country?

MRa. SIMPSON: By instructions from
the Government.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: I have received
about five applications from different
electoral registrars calling upon me
to appear in person and prove
that I have the right to vote
in certain districts throughout the
colony, and on what the qualification was

based, when I have been paying rates
for years on the properties therein named.
I do not believe in dual voting, but while
it exists we must take advantage of it, I
suppose, for the purpose of doing away
with it; but I believe that in about four
cases out of the five I have been struck
off the roll because I could not travel
three or four hundred miles to prove my
case. What took place in my case
would apply to hundreds of people all
over the colony. What is the intention
-what is the object of the Government?
Do they want, by the existing Electoral
Act, simply to shut off everybody or as
many people as they can; or are we to
have, this session, what the right hon.
gentleman promised years ago - man-
hood suffrage for this colony, where
every man will have the right to vote I
Men are being struck off the rolls by
hundreds in the different electorates,
while they have just as much right to
vote as we who are sitting in this
House.

Tins PREMIER: They have thrown
you off too, it appears.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Yes.
THE PRamIR: I expect I am off

also.
MR. ILLINGWORTH: I expect you

are, and the Electoral Act which can pre-
vent the Premier from voting must ad-
mittedly be slightly defective, at all
events. I take it for granted we are
going to have an Electoral Bill upon
the lines which the Premier has grown
enthusiastic over more than once-that
is, we are to have in a limited sense, at
any rate, manhood suffrage in this coun-
try. I hope the Bill will be of that
character. There is only one other para-
graph which I want to say a word or two
about, and that is this paragraph 26.
I have been trying to get at it, but there
is something underneath that I cannot
quite make out. It says: "In order to
provide funds to carry out these works,"
these railways, "my Ministers propose
to reappropriate a sufficient sum for the
purpose from certain items of the loans
already authorised." Well, wve did a
little of that business last session when
we transferred £395,000 from the Fre-
mantle harbour works to certain other
public works.
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TI NPRMIE: To them-not from
them. We gave them money last year
from some other account.

MRs. JELLINC-WORTH: You took it
off sewerage

Tnr PREMIER: Off rolling stock.
MR. ILjLINGWORTH: At any rate

we had a transfer of £396,000 from a
certain loan, which was supposed to be
recouped somehow-the Government did
not at that stage say how-and I assumed
in my innocence that they intended to
recoup it out of revenue when the re-
venue of the country attained a flourish-
ing condition, and I expected to bear
about this £395,000 in the Estimates for
the following year. Now we come to. a
broad statement of what is to be done.
It is said that no injury will be done
to the works provided on the loan sche-
dule by adopting this course, inasmuch
as, before the amount reappropriated
will be required, a new lean authorisa,
tion can be provided. If this is not a;
piece of pure financial jugglery, there
never was one. We are to be asked to
borrow from loan accounts which this
House has authorised, certain sums of
money to construct certain railways
which happen to be popular with the
Government, and whose advocates sup-
port the Government at the present time.
But there is no proposal to recoup this
money out of revenue. We are told, on
the one hand, that it is not desirable to
obtain further loan authorisations; we
are told we are going to spend money
already authorised, and which there was
some considerable amount of difficulty
in borrowing recently, owing to the Pre-
mier 's mode of financing; and then we
are to be committed to this, that while
Parliament is not now asked to grant a
loan, or to grant further authorisation,
we are to spend the money which will
compel us to go in for further authorisa-
tion. We are to be juggled into it for
the sake of getting certain popular rail-
ways. We are to be juggled into spend-
ing moneys now which will compel this
House to go in for loans by-and-by, and
if the House is of the mind of the Pre-
mier, it will be done. Certainly it will
not be done with my consent, nor will
I give my sanction to it in any way.
This House has authorised a certain ex-
penditure; and unless the Government

are prepared to come down and say,
"We find it is not now desirable to carry
on certain works, such as the Coolgardie
water works.' I must oppose them
most strenuously. And unless they are
prepared to appropriate the money
openly and fairly before the country, I
certainly shall not give my consent to
such a piece of financial jugglery. I
simply rose, as there was time and op-
portunity, to express a, few thoughts in
connection with this Address. I regret
there is nothing more in it worthy of
attention; and I say the Premier is
misleading the House and misleading the
country when he affirms in. this docu-
ment that the colony is in a prosperous
condition. The statement is not true.
The statement is known to be not true
by every man in the country who is able
to judge the question; and to put such
a statement as that in the mouth of the
Governor-

Tirs PREMIER: You do not wiant it to
be true.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Mr. Speaker,
did you ever hear a statement such as
that 7 That we do not want it to be
true, when we are individually suffering
from the present depression?

THE PREIERs: If you are suffering,
you think the whole colony is also
suffering.

MRs. ILLINOWOETH: The only peo-
ple who are not suffering are the people
who are drawing money from the Stake
coffers-the public servants sad others
-these are the only people who are not
suffering; but if large numbers of them
have to be dismissed, as has happened
elsewhere, they also will suffer like the
rest of the commuity.

THE PREMIER: The country's indus-
tries are more flourishing than. they have
ever been.

MR. ILLINOWORTE, I will simply
close by saying that this is the most
unsatisfactory Speech I have ever read.

THE PREMIER: It always is, from your
point of view.

At 6.30 p.m. the Speaker left the
chair.

At 7.30 p.m. the Speaker resumed the
chair.

MR. EWING (Swan): I have waited,
and I think a good many members on this
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side of the House have waited, very
patiently indeed for some member of the
imiistry, or someone in authority on the
Government side of the House, to rise
and point out what the Government
really intend by the Speech which
they have submitted to the House
through His Excellency the Governor.
It appears to me, and I have
looked at it very carefully, that it
is merely a repetition of that which
every member of the House knew, and
not only that, but which every menmber of
the community who reads the daily
papers knows, that public works
were being carried out. But what
we as members of the Opposition,
and we as members of Parliament,
want to know is, what the Gov-
ernment intend to do in a political
direction. We understand that public
works must be carried out, and we know
that public works to a considerable
amount have been carried out. When I
spoke first in this House, and I was
twitted about it at the time, I said that I
expected to find in the Governor's
Speech an indication of the policy
of the Government. I was told
by the Premier on that occasion
that the reason there was no indica-
tion in the Speech was, because the
session was merely a short one, and be-
cause the Government had merely called
Parliament together to deal with the
question of federation. Now we have a
long Speech, perhaps the longest on
record as far as this colony is
concerned, and I ask hon. members,
and I ask You, sir, on looking
through the document which has
been placed before us, whether it is pos-
sible for any member on the Government
side, or for any Oppositionist, to draw
any rational conclusions as to what reallyv
are the intentions of the Governmnent?' I
say tbere is absolutely no forecast of
policy.

TmiE PRairs: Oh, nonsense'1
MfR. EWING: The Premier may make

any exclamations he thinks fit. He makes
exclamations which I do not understand.

TmF PREMIER : Do not hear them, then.
Mn. EWING: I say the Premier may

make any exclamations he thinks fit; and
if he makes those exclamations in the
English language, I shall be prepared to

deal with and answer them ; but such
scoffing exclamations are neither digni-
fled nor rational. I repeat what I said at.
the time the Premier interjected, that
there is nothing in the Speech to show us
what the Government intend to do in
the future. We may pass over all the
paragraphs dealing with general matters,
and we find, turning to paragraph 24,
that the Government in.tend to introduce
a number of measures. We know they
may introduce measures of different kinds.
They may introduce a measure dealing
with the tariff, with education, wish the
public health, but that does not tell us
anything to show whether the measures
ares in accordance with the viewswe. bold.
There should be something more than a
mere statement. There should be some
indication to. enable us to consider
whether the Government are right in their
propo4itions or not; somneindication of
the policy they intend to adopt. I find on
looking at paragraph 24, which deals with
the legislation the Government intend to
bring forward, that the Government will
introduce measures in reference to the
goldfields, and it is intended to deal with
a Mines Regulation Bill. I am truly glad,
and most hon. members will be truly glad,
that the Government intend to face the
position in this matter. I take it that a
vacillating policy is the worst kind of
policy. I take it that hesitating between
two things will not strengthen the lease-
holder or satisfy the alluvial miner. The
Government should decide one way
or the other to act in the matter.
In the past we have had certain
re!:ulations which were perfectly
valid. The Minister for Mines, in
framing the regulation limiting mining to
10 feet, absolutely exceeded any jurisdic-
tion vested in him. He did not bring in
any regulation authorised by the Act:
hut he brought in a regulation abso-
lutely nullifying one of the vital prin-
ciples in the meaure. He did that which
Parliament alone had the power to do:
he brought in a, regulation which was not
in itself a regulation, hut which was in
effect reall y an Act of Parliament. I
say the regulation was 'ufltra vires, and
I say that, in my humble opinion, no
Minister should take upon himself a duty
of that kind. Any Minister should
hesitate before he seeks to legislate ;
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and no person who has considered this
regulation can think it is anything but
legislrtion on the question Whether
certain lersons who, acting lawfully and
with the authority of the Government,
Wifving entered upon a certain undertak-
ing, shalt be allowed'. to continue to
exercise their admitted legal rights, or
whether those rights shall be taken
away through regulations made by a
Minister atering the law in a way in
which it was not intended by Parliament
that it should be altered. That regu-
lation deprived these miners, in the
fullest sense of the term, of the mneans
of decveloping what is generally called
alluvial gold. I am.l not a m1ining
miember, nor have I ainy particular
knowledge of mining; but I understand
fairly reasonatbly the principles of ordin-
ary justice, and I do think the Govern-
ment should have hesitated before they
took away these rights from the alluvial
miners, many of those men having conic
thousands of miles for the purpose of
alluvial mining. The effect of the regu-
lation is that it takes away from the
alluvial miner that which he believed he
had a right to, enjoy. I do submit and
trust that, when the Government intro-
duce mining legishation, they will fully
realise the value of the alluvial miner in
this country; that they will realise that
the alluvial miner, like the small pro-
ducer in the country, is of greater benefit
than large combinations, aind that the
alluvial miner is, in the same proportion
of greater benefit to the country than
large combinations can possibly be. The
effect of developing our goldflelds by
encouraging alluvial miners is to distri-
bute wealth within the colony, instead
of sending dividends out of the country;
and I do trust that, in framing legisla-
tion affecting our gold mines,- the
Government will extend to the alluvial
miner every help that lies in their power.
Another question that we find is to be
dea.- with, although there is, no indica-
tion in the Speech as to, how, is,
the question of -the tariff;- and 1
think that the Opposition are entitled in
a singular degree--and 1 say this being
a member of the Opposition, and without
any shame-that the Opposition arc
entitled to lay to themselves this flattery,
that they are entitled toy the thanks. of

this House and the country for having
brought the question before the House in
the form of a. motion last session, and
thus squeezed out of the Government n,
promise to deal with the tariff. A
motion was submitted last session,
asking the Government to reduce
the food duties; that motion was
declared by the Premier to be- a
motion of censure; yet finding, that
the weight of the Rouse was against himi,
that the body of votes in the House were
in favour of a reduction of the duties on
food, the right hon. gentleman turned
round, and, while stating, that the thing
was wrong, consented to give a pledge
that the tariff should be token into con-
sideration in the next session. There-
fore I think the Opposition are to be
thanked for having brought before Par-
liament the question of the revision of
the tariff; and I do hope that wvhen the
question does comne before us this session
it will be dealt with fairly, and that no
undue preference will be given to any
section of the community. As I said
when speaking on the motion last
session, although I supported the motion
for a. reduction of the -foodi duties, I
would be the last to strike at any in-
dustry which gives a large amount vf
labour to the people; and I think the
only ground of justification. for attack-
ing an industry would be that it imposed
an undue and unnecessary tax on the
shoulders of the people. I trust the re-
duction of the tariff will be confined to
those burdens which weigh unduly and
unnecessarily on the people of the
country.

MR. Ononosp: Will you reinstate those
that have been destroyed?

MR. EWING: I am not dealing with
the question of reinstating, but as a
member of the Opposition I believe the
party to which I belong will deal with
the tariff so as to confer the greatest
good upon the greatest number, and so
as to inflict aMs little injury on the comn-
munity as it possibly can. The next
question referred to in the Speech is in
a. little paragraph of which I do not.quite
understand the meaning; for we are told
that Ministers propose to ask Parliament
to consider the question of giving a pre-
ference to goods manufactured' in the
mother country over those manufactured
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in foreign countries. I think that is in
some slight degee departing from the
fundamental principle underlying British
policy. For it has been the boast of the
British people that, wvherever the British
flag wvaves, there every country can com-
pete fairly and on equal terms.

Mn. A. FORREST Then why don't you
admit Chinamen 7

MR. EWING: If the bon. member
considters the question we are debating,
hie will find that this paragraph in the
Speech asks us to give a preference to
goods manufactured in the mother
country; and I say the principle Under-
lying the British system, and the object
of British policy as far as I have been
able to see, is to assure to every country
that by British occupation, by British
rule, no rights, whether British or
foreign, are over interfered with. I
think that is the greatest -argument
Britain hag ever advanced in jus-
tification of her annexation policy ;
for she is able to say that, while
Russian occupation means the shut-
ting out of trade in favour of the
Russian community, and that German
ooculation means the shutting out of
foreigutrade infavourof German traders,
yet the occupation of territory by Britain
in every part of the world- means the
openig up of that dlountry, on equal
terms to the trade of every community in
the world. I trust that we, as a part
of the British community, will never
depart from that principle. If it is a
system of reciprocity that is intended
here, I think we should not confine it
to, the mother country alone, but should
consider with wvhat country we can most
conveniently make mutual trade arrange-
ments ; but to deliberately give a prefer-
Price to British manufactured goods, as
is suggested here, simply as a matter of
sentiment which I take it to be, is neither
reasonable nor just. Public works have
been referred to, and particularly by the
member for East Fremantle (Mr.
Holmes), who referred very pungently
and pointedly to the manner of carrying
out public works by day labour through
a Government department, as compared
with the contract system. We have had
the experience of other conimunities in
Australia. 'ye have had the experience of
all the other colonies, and I think that

exp~erience has almost conclusively
pointed to the fact that public works,
"-hen constructed by a Govcrnment,
glenerally cost about one-third more than
they would, cost if executed by private
contract. The Director of Public Works
in this colony may have some extra-
ordinary means, he and his officers, for
constructing public works in such a
manner as to enable him to do them much
cheaper than the ordinary contractor can
do ; but judging the Director of Works
by his works, judging the Director by
what we see around us to-day, judging
him by what the member for East
1 reniantle ha~s told us, and I think he
is quite good enough authority when
making a~ statement here which should
cause the Minister to be ashamied of his
department -but the Minister calmly sits
in his chair, and has not a word to say
while that accusation is made. Further,
I take it that if the member in making
the accusation were not speaking the
truth, the Director of Public Works
would contradict him at once.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS: I
will contradict it at the right time.

Ma. EWING :1 admire the bravery of
Ministers who try to force members of the
Opposition to say all they have to say,
and then get up and reply to them when
those members have no further opportu-
nity of reply. I take it that the time
for replying to an accusation is when the
accusatiou is made.

TUB DIRECTOR OF PUnLIC WORKS: Give
me an opuortunity, and I will do it.

Ma. EWING: I say the hon. gentle-
man has had his opportunity. He sat
there and smiled when the accusation
was made ; and now he says he will Wait
till wve have all spoken-.he will .vait till
wye cannot reply to his statement, and
then will get up and answer us. I say
that for a Ministry to take up a, position
like this is undignified. I say that the
Ministry should be prepared to answer
accusations as they are made. It is very
easy for a Minister to say: "I will answer
what you have got to say ; " but he never
does it. I believe we might well be
guided by the experience of the other
colonies, and if the Minister wvould closely
investigate his own accounts he would find
thait he is no exception to the general
rule, and that his officers are no mnore
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comlpetent than are the departmental
officers in the sister colonies. It has,
however, been proved conclusively that
you cannot construct departmentally,
that the Government cannot poss ibly
construct public works as cheaply as they
can be constructed by contract.

Ma. GEORGE: They say they cam,
though we know they cannot.

Ma. EWING: Yes; and the public
works that are in hand now, we must not
forget, are of an extraordinary character.
They are perhaps the heaviest public
works that have been carried out in any
of the Australasian colonies. I take it
that there is no one scheme so wide, so
vast, or that requires as much careful
consideration as the Coolgardie water
,scheme. I take it that is, the scheme of
all others in Australia, which requires the
fullest consideration, and I think that
such a scheme ought to he let out by
contract in the usual way, and that the
ui.satisfactory control of the depart-
mental officers should be as far removed
front it as possible. We find, as the
memiber for East Fremantle (M~fr.
Holmes) says, they cannot even control
their own depaxrments, for they cannot
see that works are properly carried out.
Then, if they cannot see that works are
properly carried out, how in the name of
common sense can they do the work
themiselves? Again, I think we have. had
somne rather unseemly scenes between the
Public Wo-rks Department and their work-
mjen. I refer to the question- of wag-es at
Mundatring. The rublic Works Depart-
ment endea-voured to reduce wages in
this colony below the, market standard.

'MR. GEORGE: Shame!
Ma. EWING: If this is to, be the out-

ooine of thle system of carrying out works
by the Government. and under Govern-
miental control, then I say, put it away for
ever. Let us pay ain honest and fair
day's wage, and let the Government deal
with their workmen in the same manner
as private individuals do.

THE PREMIER: Tell me what the wages
were.

Ma. EWING:.The wage the Minister
was paying was,1I believe, 7s. a day.

THE DIRECTRo Or PUBLIC Wonsa;: That
vas the minimum.

MR. EWVING: What is the good of say-
ing that was the minimum, when most of

the men were getting the minimlum ?
What is the good cf having a, minimum, if
you pay the great body of the men the
minimum 71 say the Government are pay-
ingy wvages below the market standard or.
that work, and that the Government have
no right to endeavour to cut the labour
market in this way. They are under the
same obligation to pay an honest day's
wage for an honest day's work as any
private employer is; more particularly
because the Government are hedged
round by legal barriers, and people can-
not bring actions against them.

TH DIRECTOR or PUBLIC WORKS: It is
not your fault that they do not bring the
actions.

MR. EWIN G: No ; i t is% the fault of ti..
Govermnent. In every other Australian
colony there is a method of suing the
Government in the usual way ; but the
Government here are fenced round with
suoh barriers as the petition of right, of
which petition they themselves can re-
commend the granting or refusing, so
that private individuals are practically
helpless against them ; and we had an in-
stance lately of one man's petition of
right which was held back for six or seven
years without being sent to trial on its
merits. How can the Minister say that
people have full facilities for exercising
their rights, in the face of a fact like this?
The Commtissioner can dismiss men and
do with them practically what he chooses,
and the mna cannot sue him. A Commnis,
sioner of Railways in Western Australia
has, to my knowledge, raised the defence
in the Local Court, where a man was
suing hint for a paltry amount, that he
could not he proceeded against sve by
petition of right. I say that no private
contractor would stoop to such a thing.There is, as between awn and man, a cer-
tain honesty and a certain integrity; but
when you come to deal with companies
and organisations, that honesty and that
integrity are hidden. behind the absence
of personality. I think that. contractors,
as a general rule, dear fairly and reason-
ably with their workmen.

MR. A. FORREST: They starve them.
Ma. EWING: Surely the hion. member

has not considered his words.
Ma. A. FoRREST: Yes, I have; and you

know it, too.

A d.dress-in-Roply . [21 JUNE, 1898.1



52 Address-in-Reply: ASMLJ Scnddyo eae

Mn. EWING : I am not aware of any
cases of starvation by contractors, other
than those that are brought about by a
combination of beef-producers in Western
Australia. It is from this that the star-
vation proceeds. The contractors have to
pay their men double the wages to enable
therato buy meat fromi the hon. member;
and why? Simply because he gets the beef
market in bis hiands, and he is not man
enough to sell his beef at a, reasonable
price, but he screws the highest price out
of the people. He, I suu'mit, is the mn
who is bringing about the starvation, and
I do not know any contractor who is re-
sponsible for the sane amount of
starvation as the biout: member is
responsible for. The hion. member
is not only responsible for starvn-
tion. but also for the character of
the physique of the coming generation.
We will have a. puny, miserable genera-
tion, growing up, and when the people
that come after us ask wvhy it is that the
inhabitanits. of Western Australia are such
meagre and poor slpecimens of humanity,
they will for answer point to the hon.
niember, and say that it was he who
starved them in their youth.

Mt A. IFORRST -You are all righbt,
now that you have got that off.

Ma. EWING:- We will never be all
right until we get the duty off meat,
and until we get rid of the meat ring.
Another question mentioned is that of
federation. We have heard that federa,
tion has been indefinitely post-
pened, because, in our Enabling Act,
it was provided that New South Wales
imust he one of the federating colonies.
12 am glad that federation has been
postponed-not because I am opposed to
federation as a. matter of principle; not
because I believe that federation will not
ultimately come; hut I am really and
truly disappointed that federation was
nit carried in New South Wales. I
warmly support federation as a principle;,
and in New South Wales I would have
voted in favor of the Convention Bill;y
but I do. my that, as far as Western
Australia is concerned, we are too young,
we are not sufficiently developed, to enter
into open competition with the other
colonies. I think the result of federation
would be to remove the duties off thosqe
thingrs which we desire to produce, and

which wet desire to protect. It would
expose our farmers to the heaviest comn-
petition to which they could be submitted ;
and not only the agricultural industry,
but many other industries would suffer.
We are not old enough, we are not well
enough established commercially, to
stand against such competition as that.

Tn& PantIEs: How does that accord
with what you said during the debate on
tlic food duties?

MRs. EWING: If the right hon. gentle-
man would not interject so readily,
befcre he considers what I have previously
said, he would see that what I say now is
exactly in accordance with what I
said on the motion for reduction
of the food duties. I said I would
be the last in the world to rote for
Ithe reduction of any tax which would
interfere with any industry employing a
large number of people, unless there
was some very extraordinary reason for
so doing. An hon. member has inter-
jected that we would have seven years.
We would have a, certain length of time
within which to adopt a. uniform tariff.
Therefore we would have to deal with
falling duties, and I have some experience
of what falling duties mean- Before I
came to this colony I lived in the
Northern districts of New South Wales,
which were the great producers of sugar
in that colony. When Mr. Reid was
returned to office as Premier, his first
move was in favour of absolute freetrade;-
and an item of his programme was the
removal of the duty, £5 per ton on
sugar. It was !o be removed in this way
-so much the first year, so much in the
next, and so on-practically in the same
way as our duties would be gradually
reduced under federation Thus the
sugar duties were to be wiped out
ultimately in five years. I wit-
nessed the effects of that experiment ;
for, from the moment the measure was
passed--even from the moment it was
proposed-not another acre was put under
sugar crop in New South Wales. People
got out of the suLgar industry as
quickly as they possibly could before the
crash came ; and those who, failed to get
out of it early are still trying to do so.
That, I say-, would be the effect of this
policy upon the farmeris of this commu-
nity. Suich would be its effect upon our
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stuall. producers, who are reaping great
benefits from protection without inflicting
any considerable hardship upon the com-
munity. It is idle for the right hon.
gentleman to say that the reason why we
should, adopt, federation is because its
effect will be to take off the food duties
I, as an Oppositionist, say that as long as
I am a member for the Swan I will never
attempt to interfere with such an iia-
dustry as is carried on by the agricultu-
rists of this colony, unless such extraor-
dinary conditions exist as render it abso-
lutely necessary, in the interests of the
consumer, to remove the duties.

THi, PREMIRn: You are sitting on a
rail.

Ma. EWING: Sitting on a rail! Surely
the hon. member understands the prin-
ciple of protection 1 If the principle of pro-.
tection means sitting one a rail, then I am
sitting on a rail; but I say I am a protec-
tionist.

Thu Pauxa:R I think you voted for the
reduction of the food duties.

Ma. EWING: I believe in the removal
of the food duties; and the hon. member,
if he had listened to me, would have heard
me say that I would not interfere with
any industry unless the duties levied in
respect of it were inflicting a, great hard-
ship on the community. We can remove
most of the food duties without touching
the farmer-without touohing the actual
producer in this colony. I say that the
removal of the general foo~d duties will
not- in any material extent afevt the pro-
ducer in this colony.

Tux PRanima: That is splendid!
Ma. EWING: The only parties affeted

would he the producers in the Kimberley
districts;- and I pointed out on several
occasions in this House why I would be
prepared to sacrifice those gentlemen on
the atar of their country. I would sac-
rifice them. I would offer up that beef-
ring as a sacrifice to the community, and
I ami prepared to do it to-morrow. And
why? Because the production of beef in
this colony does not employ very many
people. I will. undertake to say that there
are more people employed on one large
gold mine in 'this colony-say on
one of the latrgest-than there are in the
whole of the pastoral industry of the
country.

Ma. A. FoRILEST: Nonsense! Nonsense!

MR, EWIIQ: I refer to white men, of
course. I know that my friend has in
mind his blackfellows.

Ma. A. FORREST: They have to eat and
drink.

Ma. EWING:- We are not here to
consider hlaokfellows. We will deal
fairly with them ; we will enable them
to, live as happily as possible; but we
will not consider them as workmen in the
true sense of the term. And I say that
there aire employed in one of the largest
mines in Western Australia. as many
white labourers as are engaged on the
whole of the stations of the colony. And
would, we for one amment sacrifice the
interests of the great consumers of
Western Australia. to the employees
of one gold miineI If the hon,
member were asked the question he
would saty No; but when his own pocket
comes into question he is willing to
sacrifice the producers.

Ma. HUBBLE : Have you ever been on
a station in Western Australia ?

MR. EWING: The hon. member
seemis to think that in order to know
what tobacco is we must go to where
tobacco is grown. If the hon. member
does not read, other hon. members do.
I have never been in Great Britain, but I
have a very fair conception of British
institutions. We can read a good deal
even of Government 'literature on the
pastoral industry of Western Australia.
We can learn from reading as wvell as
seeing, and the sooner the hon. member
realises it the better. Another matter
we have to consider is the proposal to
appropriate money which has been law-
fully voted for specific purpose to other
purposes. The Government are going
to appropriate money as they appropri-
ated money last session. They then
took money voted for the Fremantle
dock and fromn the sewerage scheme in
Perth, andl appropria ted it to other pur-
poses, with ab promise to pay it back.
But the Government have made no
provision for paying that money hack.
The effect means that it the Government
cannot pay it back out of the revenue-
and they will not reasonably argue they
can-they will have to raise further
loans. This policy of appropriating
money out of existing authorised loans
simply means the committal of the
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Government at a near da~to a further
loan policy. This is unjust and unfair
to the works for which the money was
originally voted, and as I said last
session, and say now, is wholly
irregular, and should not be counte-
nanced by the House. We are led
to believe that the Government are
now going to deal with electoral
reform. I am very pleased to see
it is intended that this matter should
be dealt with. I hope the proposals of
the Government will show that at last
they have thoroughly awakened to the
existing conditions, and to the fact that
thM people of the colony have a right to
govern the colony. I trust the Govern-
ment has placed this piece of inforiuntion
in the Governor's Speech with the honest
intention of enabling the people, and not
any section of the people, to govern the
community. I trust property holders wvill
not be given undue preference, and that
the Bill wvill embody the princi pie of one
man one vote, and provide for the aboli-
tion of proxy voting. If the Bill is
introduced. I am sure amendments to
this effect will be carried. I trust when
the amendments are carried the Govern-
mnent will not drop the Bill. I feel
certain that if o. electoral Hill comes
before the House, hon. members will
Diake it a denmocratic. measure, because
the House is a democratic House, not-
withstanding the occupants of the front
Treasury bench.

THE PRMIER:t You are a great demo-
crat, I know.

AIn. EWING :I am flattered by the
hon. member's remark. I do not con-
sider it any indignity to be called a demo-
crat. I am a democrat, and I trust that
the hon- member is a democrat, too, so
far a-s his lights let him. I think that
the right hon. gentleman believes that
thz2 people of the community should
govern the community. I trust he
will impress that upon the colleagues
with whom he sits, and that the Govern-
mnent will introduce, a measure which
will enable the people of this colony, as
it is a democratic community, to govern
the country in which they live. I do
not know that I have much more to may.
I trust that when these several Bills are
brought forward the Government will en-
d-ivour to do for the commnunity that

which the community desires. I trust that
in the revision of the tariff the House will
deal with the matter in such a way as to
protect, in so far as they reasontably and
justly can, the vested interests of the
colony. I hope the Government wvill
not drop the measure because we as Op-
positionists insert or cause to be in-
serted clauses of which the Government
do not exactly approve. I have all con-
fidence that if these measures I have
InE-nuioned are brought forward they will,
by the time they leave committee, be
democratic measures in the, truest sense
of the term. This House will exercise its
right in the consideration of these Bills
-in the consideration of electoral reform
and in the consideration of the reduction
of the tariff and the amendment of the
tariff. In some respects we may see our
wax to increase the duties, and do
various other things which, perhaps, hon.
members on the Government side of the
House do not give us credit for. A great
deal has been said that the Opposition do
not deserve. It is the intention of tbe
Opposition to do the greatest possible
good for the greatest possible number,
and wve trust that the Government will
have that object in view when they frame
Bills for our consideration.

MR. A. FORREST (West Kimberley):
I think it is time some member on
this side- of the House rose to say a fewv
words on the Address-in-Reply to His
Exceitency the Governor. It appears to
me that the. various speakers so far are
iziclined to believe there is nothing in
the Speech. That is a matter of
opinion; and I must ay that the
speakers up to the present have
never touched on the most import-
a-it "ortion. of the Speech of His
Excellency the Governor. I refer
t0 the intention of the Government to
asik this House to further extend the rail-
ways into the interior. Hon. members
have carefully avoided this subject. Even
the member for North Coolgardie (Mr.
Gregory) never mentioned it, althoughn
proposed railway passes through the whole
of his district.

Ma. VOSPER: Just as well.
A. A. FORREST: The member for

East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) made no re-
marks as to whether these r-ailways 'were
required. These railways will greatly
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benefit this country, opening up
territory and giving facilities to those
whe go inland and continue to de-
vdop the country as it has been
developed in the past by railways.
We need only look at the great develop-
mient that has already taken place on all
the goldfields by the railway extension the
Government have undertaken during the
past seven years. The railway from
Menzies northward will be of immense
benefit to the whole of this colony. It
will open up the richest part of our gold-
fields and the best-known parts outside
what is called the "rich patch" at Kal-
goorlie. The small section-I' or 8 miles
-to Bonnie Yale will he the means of
giving increased facilities to people going
into that district, end will pay from the
start. The railway from the Norseman
i4 another important work which, how-
ever, I do not intend to touch on at the
present stage. The question has arisen
iii my mind: Is the railway necessary,
and if so, should it go from Esperance or
from Coolgardie? Oin these points when
this Bill comes before this House I shall
be. free to decide which way I shall vote.
It has been said by the hem member for
the Swan-who, I thought, would have
had a. good lesson on the occasion of his
speech in the Rouse two years ago-

MR. EwmNo: It had not the slightest
effect on me.

MR. A. FORREST:- I should have
thought that the hen. member, alter that
experience, would have addressed the
House in a calm, deliberate way, and not
iv the same way he is in the habit of
addressing ai jury. The hon, member
has thought fit to cast slurs; on members
on this side of this House because they
represent the far northern districts of the
colony, and to say that, so, far as he is
concerned1 he would at one stroke of the
pen wipe them out with their people,
herds, flocks, and everything else. He
would not care who. was ruined. He has
no idea himself of the great industry, in
the northern portion of the colony, nor
ha-s he any idea of the operations finan-
cial institutions, have in those districts.
Y-.r he would bring ruin to a large por-
tion of the people in those districts.

Mn. Ewi-NG: What have you done in
th? past?

Ma. A. FORREST: I have fencud
thousands of miles 6f country and bor-
rowed mioney to do it i"ith. I have im-
proved estates, and where one blade of
g-rass grew there are ten now growing. I
anm mo-re of a benefactor than the hon.
member, who tries all he can to get clients
down into the court and rob themn with
his hill of costs.

MR. OxonosE: I rise to order. Is it fit
that any member- should accuse another
lhon. me~mber of robbingp?

TimE SEAKRxa I think it was an itli-
proper observation to use, and I hope the
hon. member for West Kimberley will
withdrawv it.

MR. A. FORREST: I do withdraw,
Mr. Speaker. The hon. mnember for the
Swan has stated in this House that the
member for West Kiniberley was con-
nected with a. ring, which was robbing the
people, and that children would point to
the members of that ring for the next 20
years as persons who would starve thenm.
I appeal to this House as to whether I
ever oppressed anybody or did anything
underhand. Whether the firma I repre-
sent belongs, to a. ring, or not I care not;
but I say de liberately, and without fear of
contradiction, that there is no, such thing
as a ring in the, colony. If a man can
prove that there is such a. ring, I will pay
£1,000 to a. charity. That, I think, ought
to be sufficient for me to say on that
point in this deliberative Assembly.
When we find an hion. member who has
just come to this country

TuE Pasujan: And has not done ainy
good to it, either.

Ma. A. FORRiEST: The hon. member
for the Swan is trying to cast a slur on
the whole of the Northern division of
the colony, which I may tell1 hon. meni-
hers some years ago saved the colony
from bankruptcy. The penrishell fishery
on the Northern coast and the wool in-
dustry in those districts saved the colony.
TJ'lere was no gold then, and we looked
forward to the 0coming of those settlers
with their money, energy, and ability, to
settle the country. I am, hiowever, sorry
for the Swan district that it should
send to this House a representative who
dare get uti and say he would be a party'
to wipe out the Northern industry ailto-
g ether. No one can unders~tand how thy
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Swan district came to send a representa-
tive who is not in touch with them in any
particular way, except, perhaps, with a
few people who lately came to the colony
and are employed by the Government.
I shall pass this subject by. I did not
intend to speak to-nigt at all, and am
not prepared with notes to make a speech.
But when I find an hon. member miakin~g
a direct attack on myself, who have sat
in the House for nearly twenty years
anod have done my part in the building up
of the country, as much as, if not more
than, any other man in it, I could not
refrain -from spealu-ng.

Ma. EWING: I never said a word until
you interjected.

ME. A. FORREST : It was a. very small
thing I interjected. The, hon. member
knows that there is a jolly big lawyers'
ring, and it is the biggest ring of the lot.
Not long ago I was interested in a case
which went to a local court. The Judge
gave a verdict for £10, and the solicitors'
costs were £200. [AN HON. MEMBER:
Very cheap, too.] That is what I call a
ring. I admire you for keeping your
ring aslong as you can. The member for
the Swan has made a point with reference
to the financial proposals of the Govern-
inent, and he has criticised them for
building railways without funds. Last
session the Government took away certain
moneys from certain public works that
were not required, and used the; money
for other wvorks that were required. The
member for the Swan was a party to that
course being followed, and I see no other
course on the present occasion than. for
the Government to follow a similar plan.
It would be much better to do that than
to go on to the London market for a
fresh loan. If the hon. member had two
accounts, at the hank, would he not take
fromi one to help the other, instead of
getting an overdraft, so as to keep both
accounts level? That is my idea of financ-
ing.

MR. IttixoWOaRnH Suppose both ac-
counts were overdrawn?

Mn. A. FORREST: Then you could not
do it. But I wish to point out that we
cfa get the money at the present moment
cheaper than ever before. The Govern-
ment have been blamed for borrowing
from at local insurance conipany. but
if they were able to nike good

terms for half a million with a
local insurance company, then I
think they did a, good thing in bor-
rowing that amount. It will show the
English people that we can borrow money
here. We borrowed it at a cheaper rate
than we could have obtained it in Eng-
land. Mfy reason for rising wvas to con-
gratulate the Government on their policy
of not standing still, as some hion. mem-
hers wish them to do, because the Cool-
gardie Water Works were in the road.
There was a feeling in the city that the
Government were going to stand still
while they were building these great water
works. I am glad they are not going to
do so, and, while money is so cheap to
obtain, I think the Government could not
do better than go in for a general railway
policy. There will be plenty of time for
us to discuss these matters when the
Bills are introduced. Many important
measures will be brought before us, and I
hope we will discuss them in a manner
that will be conducive to the best in-
terests of the country. Whatever busi-
ness we may be engaged in, we are all try-
ing to better ourselves. Fortunes are not
made by sitting down in a chair; a man
has to work and study if he wishes to suc-
ceed, and the Government must do the
same. I have much pleasure in support-
ing the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply.

MR. WALTER JAMES (East Pertb)
During the short experience I have had in
this House, I am not aware of any one
occasion on which we have had a Minister
in the early part of the debate elucidate
the policy contained in His Excellency's
Speech. As a rule, which I think has no
exception, the policy is brought down, and
those who speak in favoaur of it are a good
deal like the member for West. Kiimberlev
they have not read the Speech, but they
are in favour of it. That does not throw
much light on the policy of the Govern-
ment; it does not give much assistance to
bon. members or the public generally,
who have a right to have all these ques-
tions thoroughly threshed out in this
House. It appears to me we are apt to
overlook the obligations we are under to
the electors who returned us here.
We7 are not justified, because wye

Ithink there is an opportunity of shirking
a duty, to -'vail ourselves of it. nor are the
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Government justified in sitting back in
their comfortable Ministerial chairs and
waiting until the debate is nearly ended,
when no speaker is available to- contradict
them or to criticise their utterances, be-
fore they make their statement. We owe
a duty of paramount importance to the
electors of this country, and that is to
throw the fullest possible light on the sub-
jects wvhich are brought before the House.
Those wvho are responsi ble for the policy,
those "-ho bring forward some Bill which
they ask us to support, know the reasons
which actuated them, and we have a
right to know wha~t those reasons oire,
and what the facts are which induced
them to bring their policy forward.

TER PREMIER: You know nil those
very well.

AIR. JAMES: With due respect, I
think the right hon. gentleman is in
error.

Tas PREMIER: I do not think so.
MR. JAMES: If I were basing my

opposition on a particular work-if I
were saying that the Norseman line was
an. undesirable line-then the inter-
jection would be exactly in point; but
we are not dealing with the particular
items of the Speech, hut with the policy
as a whole, so far as it can be called a
policy, which is contained in that Speech.
That policy consists of several items. We
want to know, and the whole of the colony
wants to know, and has a right to know
-and hon. members will recognise this
as soon as we have an extension of the
franchise-on wvhat facts the policy is
based. We have not had an expression
from the Ministerial benches. We had
the mover and the seconder of the
Address-in-Reply ; then we had the niemi-
ber- for East Fremantle, whowas entirely
against the Speech ; and then thec
member for WVest Kimberley, who
said that he bad not read Le

Speech; but no Minister has risen
to throw any light on the policy
which has been brought forward. A
deal of Personality has been indulged in.
I am quite certain that the member for
the Swan will agree with me when I Ray
that the member for West Kimberley
has done much to improve the prospects
of the colony. If we sometimes think
thist he belongs to what we believe tobe a
rin,,-, then I ask him, I appeal to him,

to show towards our ignorance that
kindly feeling which sorrows for our ignor-
ance, and hopes some day to teach us
better. The hon. member is one of the
most popular members of the House,
andI the one we should be least inclined
to attack personally. With reference
to) the policy of the Speech, it is one to
which I object, and to wvhich I
have always objected, and to which
I always shall object; it is that
of borrowing and spending money.
It is a policy upon which I strongly an-
imiadverted when I first Gamne to the
Houtse, and on every subsequent ocoa-
situ I have spoken very strongly
against it; but I do not supose
I ever had stronger grounds for opposing
such a policy than now. It seems to mue
that the Government are barren of all
ideas beyond that of borrowing money ;
they positively dream of rail 'ways; they
have perfect nightmares of them.
When trouble comes, when some mining
trouwe does hapnen-I do not say that
any has happened-when the people of
this country show that they are becoming
alive to questions of domestic and social
concern, the Government grope around
for assistance, and, instead of grappling
with these questions, they any, "Let us
have some more public loan." For
the past seven years there has been a
constant degradation of the public life of
the country. It is a serious matter. We
are bringing up a community, so
far as we mxe responsible for the
public life, and we are teaching the
people that there is only one policy
possible, and that policy consists
of borrowing -of borrowing pubflc
money and spending it lavishly and ex-
travagantly. It is our duty, as far as we
can discharge our duty, to set before the
electors of the country seone higher ideal
than that which could be conceived-i
will not say by a Chinaman, but by any
ordinary individul-the policy of g-oing
constantly to the London market and
borrowing money.

TRx PREMIER: It is like a sermon you
are giving us.

MR. JAMES : I think that n sermon
is very often necessary. Members
seem to think that politics con-
sist of something that is not actually
beyond our noses. We seem to
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think that there is no deep principle in
politics; we degrade Jpolitics to a mere
matter of business. That is not my idea
of politics. For the past seven years
there has been a tendency to overlook
the fundamental principles of Parlia-
mentary government. I do not blame
myself for taking a. high view of our
position; on the contrary, I think it
is an ideal that ought to stimulate every
member in the House. It astonishes and
grieves me to observe the position the
Premier takes up, and if I do sermonise,
then I cannot help it. I do it to place
my views before the House and the people,
as far as the press will allow me-they
will not allow me very much opportunityI
I admit. We were told during the lat
general election by the Premier-
perhaps the right hon. gentleman
will correct me if I am wrong-
when submitting the policy on
wvhich he had determined to go to
the country and gZovern the Parliament
during the various sessions succeeding,
that we were going in for a period of con-
centration, a period of abstention from
borrowing, when we could devote our
energies to the purpose of carrying suc-
cessfully certain social and domestic
leilation, and that great scheme, the
Coolgardie Water Works. That was the
policy upon which the Government went
to the country, and upon which the House
was elected, and we have conme here to
support the Government in that policy,

a.nd to secure fur the country
breathing time after the most wild, ex-
travagant, and giddy period of borrowing
ever known in Australia. I am under
the impression that the fact that we were
to have a period of rest had a material
hearing- on the discussion of the Cool-
gordie Water Scheme. The promise of

'Yrest frj' boITo ri~ig ha] l rc:
dcii' to, do in di'w-ellingi the do'ib-
and suspicions of those whio were op)posed
to that water works policy. They thought
that we wvere going to have at least three
years of rest from any borrowing, and that
durintz these three years the progress
which we made would be a guarantee of
our financial fitness Io hear the burden
which the Coolgardie Wa',ter Scheme
would throw upon us. That was my idea.
I thought that we should have an oppor-

tunity' during these three years of dealing
with matters of domestic concern which
are of paramount importance. It may
have been that the experiment tried
during the first session of this Parliament
was not a success. It was found that as
soon as the Govermnent dropped the
policy of spending money, public opinion
began to be aroused and began to ask
nasty questions, There were rows about
mining regulations and mining troubles ;
financial troubles arose ; depression set
in in various parts of the country, and
everybody thought that the time was.
coming when the Premier would have an
opportunity of showing that he was a~s
good a. man in depressed times as he had
beeni when he had an enormous revenue,
and when there was a large expenditure
of loan money. We thought the Premier
would face this difficulty, but instead of
doing so he has gone back to his old love
like a&dog to his vomit. He cannot think
he is going to overcome the difficulties in
this way. He may be anticipating the
evil day.

'his Panintr: No evil day has comne.
Ka. JAMES: The right hon. gentleman

probably thinks that he can afford to
retire after seven or ten years of faithful
service in borrowing and spending-
money : but will the right hon. gentle-
man tell me, has he fulfilled the
promise which he gave, in the speech
with which he opened Parliament
last year, when we were .ging to
have w, session fruitful in the pass-
ing- of mneasures of social and do-
miestic concern? I see no suggestion
in this Speech and I know of no promise
having been carried out. We have a Ion.?
Speech supposed to represent the policy
of the Government, but which really.
represents a, list of tanks which have just
been constructed, the erection of a
number of wooden cottages, the enu-
meration of the number of telegraph
posts which have been erected, and
every nail which has been driven in the
carrying out of these works. Cain the
Premier point to any Address from the
Throne in any part of Australia in which
is set forth, just as a bill of sale or ian
inventory sets forth, every' "twvopcnnv
halfpienny" work that has been carried
out in the colony I
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THE PREMIER They are not "two-
penny halfpenny works; they are big
works.

MR. JAMES: I must differ from the
right hon. gentleman. Where is the
hope which is held out to us, who seem
to think there is something better in a
1,a.liey than that of borrowing money? I
know the right hon. gentleman does not
approve of any other policy than that of
borrowing. But we cannot live on
borrowed money for ever. There must
be a stoppage sonmc time, but where is
any indication of anything better in the
Governor's Speech?2 Where is there, for
instance, any suggestion of an endeavour
to extend the franchise?2

THE~ PREMIE: It is extended now, I
think.

Ma. JAMES: I do, not askc the right
bon. gentleman to introduce a measure
for the extension of the franchise to
women, although I do believe he will
support my motion on that subject
when I bring it forward a. little later in
this session. I do not want to be uin-
reasonable, and I do not ask the Govern-
mnent to commit themselves to a policy
which I may say is so fairly democratic
as that. But what hope is held out to
us that we are to have some considera-
tion of electoral reform? When are
we going to have in organisation
of the departmental I could not
say re-organisation, as the depart-
ments have never been properly or-
ganised. The ansiver in the past has
always been that there has been no tiie,
for re-oraanisation during the rush of
work in the unexampled period of
prosperity in this colony. I cani see in
the Speech no suggestion whatever tha~t
we are to put our house in order, but I
see a pronmise that the, Government in-
tend to rally their supporters together,
and I suppose their supporters will
rally in a good loyal way, and vote for
a continuation of the policy of borrowing
money, involving an additional loan of a
million of money.

THE PREMIuER: No ; do not exaggerate.
MR. JAMES: I have been informed

that is the amount, but I am subject to
correction; still I am prepared to say
half a million, which is just as good for
1117 argument. We are now asked to
involve ourselve#s in another loan of

£600,000. I protest as emphatically
as 1 can against this. I have been preach-
ing and sermonising, and I may not have
gained much attention.

THE PREMIER: You speak too long.
MR. JAMES: I speak to an unsympa-

thetic House, that does not look at the
principles involved. We Juay be, told,
in an airy kind of way, that the rail'ways
are paying five or six per cent.; but
that is not the way in which to approach
this question. We have often heard it
said by the Premier, when discussing
these matters, that all these works have
been a great success, and that the Govern-
ment have never increased the taxation ;
that the taxation is the same now as it
was seven years ago.

THE PREMIER: Hear, hear.
MR. JAMES: And we have all these as-

se-:i besides. What I find is this: In
1890 the Public debt of the colony per
head wvas £29 10s., and in 1897 it was
147 per head of the population. I suppose
that debt has to he p)aid somehow. There
is a difference per head, The Premier
tells i's in figures carefully got from his
statisticians that there is no increase in
the obligation. If there is no increase
in taxation, howx do we, pay the increase
in expenditure-because in 1890 the
public debt was £29 10s. per head, in
1897 it was £947 per head.

THE PREMIER: I said we had not in-
creased the taxation of the country.

MA. JAMES: There again the hon.
gentleman is hardly correct. In 1890 the
taxation through the Customs was £4 Is.
6d. per head, and in 1896 it was £7 i4s.
6id. per head, or an increase of £3 13s.
per head in taxation. It is idle to Juggle
with words.

Tug PREMIER: What I said was that
there wvas no increase in taxation by
statute.

MR. JAMES : The right hon. gentle-
'nan said before what he said by itterec-
tion just now, that there was no increase
ini taxation. I wanit to point out that in
1890 the taxation per head was £4 Is.
6d. and the public debt per head £29,
whereas in] I 97 the taxation was £7 14s.
and the public debt £47 per head. The
question whether the people are better
able to pay it is a very different thing. I
repeat again that the taxation per head
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in 1890 was £4 Is. 6d. and in 1897 was
X7 14s.

THE PREMIER: Is that the fault of the
Government?

MR. JAMES: If there has been this in-
crease, how can you say that the taxation
has not increased?

THE PREMIER: Who did that?
MR. Snn's oN: The Government.
,Mn. JAMES: The policy for which the

Government are responsible. Surely
that accounts for it. It is idle for the
right hon. gentleman to say it is not so
when we know it arises, under i tariff
which the right hon. gentleman has
introduced, or under a, tariff by which
they stand, and therefore the taxation
must be their owni.

TnE PREMIER: We have reduced it.
MR. JAMES: The taxation has in-

creased from £4 Is. 6&. per head in
1890, when you took office, to £7 14s.
per head in 1896. Our imports per head
were £19 Os. 10d. when the right hon.
gentleman took office, whereas in. 1896
they were £52 7a. 6d. per head, and that
difference shows that in 1890 we were
imlnorting less taxable articles per head
than in 1896.

Ttn PREMIER: What do you want to
do I

MIR. JAMES: I want the right hon.
gentleman not to be so sanguine, not to
be always telling us that taxation has not
been increased when we find it has been
increased, and I want him to bear in
mind that we cannot go on indefinitely
adding to our public debt per head ; that
after we have had seven years of un-
cxamped. public borrowing and public
spending, Surely a time has come when
he cant give us a breathing pause.

Tin PREMIER: Your friends will be
among the first to suffer.

MR. JAMES: Then if my electors do
suffer they will put inc out of Parliament.

THE PREMIER: You Want to Stop Still
and do nothing.

Ma. JAMES: It is not a question of
-Atopping still and doing nothing. Even
q railway engine must have a. rest at
times; every country must have periods
of rest; and unless we are asked to in-
crease our public indebtedness for some
great and pressing public work of
urgency, we have no right to do it.
The position the right hon. gentleman

has taken up is exactly parallel to that
which was assumed by politicians in the
other colonies, for have not the same
arguments been used times out of num-
be~r, and has not it always been Said-
Look at our revenue mounting up, look
at our railway returns increasing every
year, look at our population growing
rapidly. That has been the argument
in the other colonies, and it has been their
ruin. Therefore, I do implore the
Premier to try and benefit somewhat
from the bitter experience and the
lessons which the sister colonies have
to teach. It does seem blind, fatuous
folly to imagine that Providence is
protecting us in some special way,
and that we are not to have
the punishment that has fallen
upon the other colonies, and upon every
country in the world that has com-
mitted itself in an extreme degree to
public borrowing and' public spending.
Can the right hon. gentleman point to
any country in Australia where the same
public money has been spent ats in this
colony during the past three years? I
think it is unparalleled in any part of
Australia, Indeed, I very much question
whether there is anything like it in any
part of the world, where a small com-
munity has been niounting uip, as we
have done, a public debt almost in
millions per annum, rising from about
a million in 1890 to Seven: millions
at the present time, and with a threat
to add another million to it. I am
afraid of the lesson which these
figures teach me, and; if I am
thought a coward, I cannot but express
my fear that we are travelling on the
bitter road that some of the eastern
colonies have travelled, and that we are
destined to have those bitter lessons
li-cm which they have suffered. Even
though we were a quiet colony in 189)0
and aichough we had to grow as a gold
colony, that is no reason why we should
g o mad and have Swollen heads, because
we have goldfields. Are we to profess to
give to the goldfields works which the
majority of their members do not re-
quire, and I Suppose they represent the
people on the 'gEoldfields? In 1890 our
public debt was P29 per head, our taxa-
I iou was £4 per head, and our exports
were £15 per head.
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'Pus PRESMIER: What sort of colony
was it then I

Ai. Simpsox-: You had not 3,000 un-
employed then.

TPHE: PuElni: I suppose borrowing has
made the unemployed.

Mat. SnwpsoN:; No doubt about it.
MR. JAMES: In 1890 we had a public

debt of £,29 per head, a taxation of £4
per head, and exports equal to £15 per
head, and that was the position in which
we stood when the right hon. gentleman
took possession of us. I am dealing now
simply with the financial aspect, and I
only wish the right hon. gentleman
would be content to deal with one aspect
at a time. I say that up till recently,
when the right hon. gentleman hats gone
to various functions in the colony, he has
produced a, paper and said he was glad
t be able to state that the public revenue
of the past month was so mnuch, being in
excess of the revenue of the previous
year. but now the right hon. gentleman,
when he goes to the opening of the
Fremantle markets, does not speak of the
revenue which has begun to fall off, but
refers to something else by way of corn-
parison, and I suppose that if the
aggregate of the gold began to decrease
lie would not refer to that in speaking at
public functions, but will say we have a
great export of timber, and if that fulls
off he will say the colony is still solvent,
-because there is a. great export in the
production of our Collie coal, forgetting
that the figures for which he uses the
comparison will consist in one year of 100
tons., and the next year of 200 tons. In
1890 we had more exports per head,
which, I submit, is the best test of our
wealth. We had less imports in that
year and less taxation per head ; and in
view of these facts why will the right
hon. gentleman still go on borrowing I
Is) there no limit to it? If the various
schemes which have been passed by this
Hlouse, and upon which loan authorisn-
tiona have been given, were good, they
ought to be pushed on at once; and why
does not the right hon. gentleman have
the courage of his opinions by going- to
the London market and bonrownn money
.for executing these works immediately?

TuE FlIREaE: We borrow when we
want it.

Ma. JAXES: These works to which
we are already committed were put be-
fore 116 as, being urgent, and why does he
not finish them?

TPus Pamuxa: We are going On as
fast as we can.

MA. JA-MES: If we are going on as
fast as we can, surely we shall require
the money, that has been appropriated
to these specific itemis, and which ought
to be spent in completing them.

T'mPus lHmaa No; not for somne
time.

MR. JAMES: We never heard a sug-
gestion of that when the loan policy was
introduced. The right hion. gentleman.
knows better than I do that one of the
very first signs of weakness, of a certain
amount of fear in a Government, one
of the surest indications of the fact
that the Government are relying on
their public works policy to cover
their -weakness, is the fact of reap-
propriating money for public works. 1i
was stated, as an excuse for reappropria-
tion last session when it was introduced,
that it was not to be done again. Now
iixe have it again, and no doubt it will be
repeated again and again if sanctioned
now. Fuirt her, the sooner the House
realises this fact the better will it he for
the public finances of the colony and
for the morals of our public life. Can the
right hon. gentleman point to any coun-
try where they have gone largely into
public works which are not of expressly
urgent necessity 1-because it has always
to be borne in mind that last year the
right hon. gentlemann told us that the
railway to Norseman was not urgent.

Tims FN aR: I did not speak in that
way. I said we would have to, consider
it.

Mn. JAMES: In the Speech of the
Governor delivered ]ant. year, we wvero
told that, "Taking into consideration the
numerous public works already in pro-
g'ressg, And the immense public expendi-
ture going on, my Ministers are of
opinion that it would be unwise just now
to incur any large new obligations."t

That is what the right hon. gentleman
said in that Speech.

Tim Pnu5iasa: Large new obligations!
Mn. JAMES: Is the right hon. gentle-

man so corrupted with his policy of
public borrowing that lhe does not look
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upon a loan of X500,000 as a large new
ottigation?

Tux PREmIER: I do not look upon it
as very large.

'MR. JAMES: A mere nothing. A
mere bagatelle, in the right lion. gentle-
man's opinion.

TuE PamazaF: It is not £20,000 a year,
alter all is said and djone.

M . JAMES: I know it is not. But
supposing we carry that policy to its
logical conclusion ; we might, for in-
stance, build a railway to the moon, stagre
by stage, on the plea that it would only
involve an expenditure of £10,000 a
year. You might undertake every pos-
sible public work and say:; It
doe not cost much, at £,20,000 a
year. But last year, when the right
hion. gentleman was so anxious to keep
down expenditure, we had a rising
revenue, and now our revenue is falling.
Can the right hon, gentleman point out
to me any instance-perhaps the hon,
member for West Perth (Mr. Wood) will
afford me an instance if he knows of it,
oi any country in the world where they
have agreed to a. large expenditure with
a falling revenue? Another feature of
peculiar importance and peculiar gravity
in connection with this question is that
the revenue is bound to fall still more.
The right hon. gentleman realises this.
Hie already promises by this Speech to
introduce a, Bill reducing taxation, which
is bound to create a further fall in the
public revenue. In addition to that, One
of his main reasons for supporting the
food duties-that is, the main items of
the food duties-has been that in the
course of a year or two we shall he able
to supply all our local demands. Well,
directly we do that, the whole of the
revenue we now realise from our food
duties will be gone ; and that revenue is
something enormous. Already it begins
to fall off. There is another feature I
want the rigyht hon. gentleman to bear
in mind: namely, that we have a revenue
already falling ; a revenue which, as the
rigrht hon. gentleman knows, is bound to
fall rapidly every year for the next few
years whether he remains in office or
goes out-whether his policy or the op-
posite policy succeeds. Is this A time
when we can justify such an enormously
increased expenditure, undertaken with

Stick airy indifference? Up to the present
time our railways, practically speaking,
have been paying railways.. Does the
right lion. grentlemian think the Mullewa-
Cue railway will be a successful one?
I would like to ask the Commissioner of
Railways how much profit he expects to
make on that railway, wh~ich is being
token over, I think on the 30th of this
month. How much profit do they expect
to makthe on the Collie railway-the linie
which has been built for the purpose of
opening up the supposed coaulield ?

THE Comxisiozsa oF RIAILWAYS: It
will be all right.

TiiE PREMIER:- Abuse the colony. You
are doing as much harm as you can.

Mft. JAMES: When the Collie railway
as proposed-and I think the right

hon. gentleman will bear me out-I
suggested that, as the country was
going to build this railwayv to open un
these supposed enormously wealthy fields,
and the puablic purse wvas supply-
ing the money, the public purse
might to reap the benefits derived
front the coalfields. But we were
answered: "Oh, no. We will build
at railway, and the private specula-
tor will soon come in and take up
the leaset" Up to. date lie has not taken
uip the leases; and I now see that the
Governor's Speech pronoses to take into
consideration the advisability of intro-
ducing some scheme for the development
of these coalfieldq. This is at rather
peculiar ease. Here we have built an
expensive railway to the coalfields, and
now we have to consider the best, means
of getting the coal which the railway wvas
built to carry. Does the right lion.
gentlemann think that the Collie line will
be as successful as the existing railways?
I do not think so; nor do I think that
either the Premier or the Commissioner
of Railwatys will be able to convince hon.
mnembers. that such will he the case. We
may fully expect that there will he a, los
on the Cue and the Collie Railways& The
samne ma&y be said of the Donnybrook-
Biridgetown line. Does anyone hope for
a big profit on that?7

Tuxr PasuIRR: You do not know ny.r
thing about the country.

'Mn. JAMES: r want to deal with thisq
question as the right hon. gentlemn
appeals to his supporters. When hie
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introduces a scheme which involves the
construction of at railway, this is his
argument: "Look how the railways arc
paying, to-day!" I want to point out
that the very large railway revenue Ave
received last year was due to the fact
that Ave had a boom period-that we
were expending an enormuous amount of
public money. It is obvious, however, tHat
the railway revenue is rapidly failing
off ; because the Government have had
to increase their rates. They would not
increase their rates if the profits re-
mained the same, as they were last 'year.
In addition to that, we have now to take
over a number of lines which I venture
to think will be a dead loss to the colony,
at least for some time. Thus we have
the York-Greenhills railway and the
Goomalling railway. These, of course,
are spur lines, and nobody ex-
pects them to, be a great success.
When you aure, dealing with the
financial aspect of your railways
-when you are using as one of your ar-
guments in support of increased railway
construction the profits you have made
on your existing lines--surely you must
bear in mind the peculiar circumstances
in which those profits were earned, the
fact that, with our falling general re-
venue, there has also been a falling off
in our railway receipts, and that now we
are taking upon our shoulders a respon-
sibility for lines which are bound to be
financial failures. You can easily test
the spur lines by looking at that which
goes out from Newcastle. I want the
Government to bear t- s in mind: I
want them to abandon this blind belief
in their luck to which they cling like a
gambler. There must be some turn.
And I want them, unless they are con-
vinced that a certain public policy is
urgent and essential, to defer it until
matters settle down into a much more
satisfactory position than we find them
in at present. To do otherwise than that,
Mr. Speaker, would not, I submit, be
boldness, but mere foolhardiness. When
we have bur revenue feiling- on every
side, and the absolute certainty of that
revenue falling still more, it seems to
me foolhardy to suggest that we should
rush into still further obligations. Those
who make such suggestions must be
blinded by past successes. They seem

to think that Providence is giving us
some special protection-is treating us
as v favoured child-to enable us to flout
the experience of all the rest of the
world. They think that for all time we.
can continue to borrow- money and to ex-
pend it, thus securing great and perma-
nent benefits for the colony whichve have
the honor to represent It is difficult to
draw the line between a bold, progres-
sive policy and a policy which becomes
more than bold. It is difficult
to draw the line ; but because it
is difficult, and because the con-
sequences of failure are so serious, so
much the greater is the obligation wvhich
is cast upon us. It is a most serious
duty, which would not make us smile if we
realised the responsibility of ascertaining
where that lire should he drawn. And it
does seem to me that, if we are going to
be influenced for all time by the argu-
ments which have hitherto becn used, and
which, I venture to say, wvill be used to
support this policy, then there never will
come a, time when that lire will be drawn.
Because the arguments which have been
used in this connection through the past
seven years, and which will be used during
the present session, if good arguments
nowv, will renmin good for ever. They
always say: Develop the country, and
build railways over it. Our railways
pay so much per cent; if that is so, build
railways throughout the colony. They
say: Look how, by the expenditure of
public money, we have boomed
the colony. Let us spend more
imoney and boom it more. That
is exactly what the famous Gillies
Ministry said in Victoria. The Julius
Vogel Ministry ine New Zealand is another
case in point. If the hon. gentleman
thinks I go too much to the other ex-
treme, I only do it because this colony is
too much to me to allow me to stand by
and see time after time the same policy
going on. One of the circurnstatees'vhich
makes the position more anxious is the
gross incompetence of that department
which has charge of the expenditure of
most of our public moneys. It is shame-
ful, the way in which that department is
being carried on. I venture to think that
in its incompetency, and in its gross stu-
pidity it equals the worst public denpart-
meat in Australia. They cannot under-
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take any work without making a
comJplete mesa of it. They spend
thousands after thousands upon the
Mint, mid we know what alterations
have had to be made through faullty con-
struction.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUnLIC WORKS : It is
not their fault.

Mn. JAMES: We happen to know that
it is, from those who built the place.
You can find evidences of it on evenv
side. I must express my thanks to the
hon, member for the Murray (Air.
George), who hats referred to certain
works. There is no matter of more
urgent importaocee than that of watching
thia department, which has got entire];
beyond the control of the Minister. If
the member for the Murray can devote
his time and attention to watching it a
bit-and it does not want much watch-
ing- to, see its blunders,-bet will be doing
a very great service to the whole of this
community. It needs watching. It is
not for me, Mr. Speaker, to refer to the
various mnerits and demerits of these par-
ticular lines. There is only one of these
lines which, perhaps, involves a principle
which may be referred to, and that is the
Bonnie Vale line. That is, in the nature
of a spur line; and, like all such lines, it
will be a dead loss.

THE Comssioxxa OF RAILWAYS. What
about the Boulder ? I Started that
myself.

Mn. JAM4ES: The Boulder makes its
money on its passenger traffic; it is a
suburban line. Besides, even the bon.
gentleman must be right somnetimies. I
know it was an accident. But does the
hon. member think tbat this Bonnie
Vale line will be a. suburban line I What
is it built for? Here we are going to let
it be known that whenever a mine or two
-1 think there are three in this case-
happen to be six or seven miles away
from a, railway we will build a special
line to them. We ali know exactly why
this line is being built. It is due chiefly to
the persuasive tact of the hon. member
for Coolgardie. I have always had my
opinion about Coolgatrdie, and expressed
it when Coolgardie was boomed. I ask
the Commissioner of Railways, whenever
did he express an opinion which was
realised so speedily aind so powerfuilly a-t
was mine about Coolgardie? But those

tnmes. are past, and the Govern-
Wi ent nOW proceed to placate Coolgerdie
with a, special suburban line, entirely
overlooking the fact that in many cases
too many lines kill too many mines.
Coo Igardie must be placated. A
g.reat deal of money is to be squandered
over some mining exibition up there,
which has given employment to a certain
number of officials and afforded them free
trips round Australia. This exhibition
will also lead to a certain amount of
lay-ing of foundation-stones, champagflne,
And all that sort of thing. I wonder
whether the hen. gentleman realises what.
at wonderful influence hospitality hafs, not
only upon himself, but also upon the rest
of us. Saty a roads board is; formied and
gets a grant of £500. Presently some
member or Minister comes along, and the.
Minister generally travels in state with
his Secretary, Engineer of Existing
Lines, Engineer of Permanent Way,
and a whole truck load of them.
[Ma. SIm".ON : Quite right.] If
tl~nlt is right, we should measure them
by the truck, and not as individuals, and
carry them as goods. When theMinister
visits the roads board, he is given cham-
pagne, and he regards the place as a good
constituency.

Tim DiREcTR OF PUBLIC WOnKS. They
never pay for the champagne.

Mn. JAMES: Quite right, they do net.
It is paid for out of the £1500 grant, and
because this money is spent at the public
expense the Minister gives still more.
That is hatppening in Goolgardie, where
they' are always reidy to- give three cheers
for the Government so long as they get
their own way in the expending of
money. The Premier never sets his foot
down, hut lisitens. to all the rubbish with-
outt realising that his leg is being mulled.
and that he is heinz uised. I think he
hits begun to realise in the lagt fewv
monthis that the time is; coming when he
will niot be able to give the mioneY, aind
hm, when that time does arrive he will
lie thrown over. He would be resnected
far more if he showed a little backbone.
At present he is too apt to uive way. A
aglarin , instance is afforded in Coonolradie.
where the people are atlways clamnourin ,
for money, and. acL theyv always zet it.
they do quite riqzht to clam our. But
what is criven to Perth ? There are the
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members for West Perth and for Perth
on the Government aide, and two Perth
members on the other side. They
have been given an Observatory
from which there are no reports, and
which is never heard of except in the way
of complaint.

Tax PaRENnn: I do, not think that
that is either true or fair about the Ob-
servatory, where reports axe made every
morning.

MfR. SIMPSON: The forecasts of yester-
day.

Tim Pnmnxn: That is not correct or
fair.

Ma. JAMES: I am making the state-
ment on the authority of one who knows.
The reports are issued when it is toe late.
Instead of coming out in the morning's
paper, they are, published the morning
after.

THE Piimua:R That is absurd. You
cannot get reports before the events, oc-
cur.

Ma. JAMES:. What I mean is, done
everywhere else.

THE PEMusa: You get a forecast here
too.

Mn. JAAM: We want done at the
Observatory what is done elsewhere.

THE PREnUEn: It is done.
Ma. JAMES: People who ought to

know, say that that is not done at the
'Observatory. Dea, the Premier know
that the Sunday and Monday reports are
not published until the Tuesday morn-
ingI

TUa PREMIER: I do not know that.
Ma. JAMES: You know nothing

about it;- that is the fact. Then take the
Mint. I do not know why that was put
up, unless it was put up as a. monument
to the utterly fatuous incapacity of the
Works Department. There is no need of
such a monument, because other monu-
nients of the kind can be seen all over
the colony. On the Menzies railway line
of 80 miles there are stations and other
buildings costing £500 a mile, or
£40,000.

Ttx Comssmoi'mn op lIAILw.&vs: To
that I give a complete denisl; it is not
true.

Ma. JAM1ES: I heard it from a. man
who knows and whom I believe.

THE PitamYx: The contractor, I ex-
pect.

AIR. JAMES: Pardon me, it was not.
MIR. Gseoaos: There are 16-inch party-

walls.
Us~. JAMES: Although the Govern-

ment boast about the cheap construction
of the line between lialgoorlie and Men-
zies, the station quarters and buildings
cost, as I say, nearer £,500 than £400
per mile. It would be no good my pre-
senting manipulated figures to the
House. The same waste of money can
be seen on the Cue line. I have not
been over the line myself, but men who
have been say that the expenditure on
the station and quarters is simply dis-
gracefull. They are built in the most
lavish way, and the same remark can be
made in connection 'with all the public
works. We in Perth get &, useless Ob-
servatory and a useless Mint. That is
not fair, and I object most strongly. I
refer to these matters to show the policy
which is in-volved in the Bonnie Vale
railway proposal. It is not inserted in
the Govern or's Speech for the first time,
hut was first pronounded at Newcastle,
and has been constantly repeated ever
since. A policy such as we have been
having for the past seven yearsj is fruit-
ful of much possible evil to the future (f
the colony, It is demoralising ; it is
planting seeds, the harvest of which will
lewer public life, public men, the electors,
ad coristituencies. These may seem

strong words. I express them because I
believe them to be, true. There is no
member who can say that I am express-
ing these opinions for party purposes,
or from other motive than a sincere convic-
tion of their truth. I cannot realise how
the Government &itn go on year after
year neglecting the urgent demands for
social reform. These are cast, on one
side, and mattersi are neglected which for
years past have been calling for improve-
meat and legislation. The legislation of
this kind ' which lies before the Go'vern-
ment simply has no end. There is the
matter of the amendment of the sta-
tutes. I regret to say Ican hardly open a
statute book, unless it happens to be
qs book in which I have pasted recent
legislation, without hearing the rustle of
cerements. The statutes are, most
of them, 100 years old. Legislation that
is up to date has a little sting in it, put
there for the purpose of nullifying
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the otherwise liberal provisions. The
statute book is full of Acts that
want eradicating or amending so tho-
roughly that none of the original will be
left. I could refer to dozens of other
matters which require attention, but I
regret the Government seem to have no
regard or care for them. I hope some-
thing better may come in the Ministerial
changes we are constantly having. There
is one good result at all events from the
last change. We are going to have an
amendment of the Electoral Act, for
which I thank the Government. I am
always thankful for small mercies, and
I have been clainouring for this measure
ever since I ha-ve been in the House. I
have always spoken strongly against the
Act, and I am glad to find my arguments
at last bearing good fruit. I can as-
sure the Government that in the course
of a few years my arguments to-night
will have borne good fruit. At all events
my arguments are well directed, and
point out difficulties and evils which re-
quire attention. I congratulate the
Government on taking a step in the right
direction, in establishing the Labour
Bureau. I welcome all their efforts, but
we might have considerably more of
them. I hope the Premier will believe
me when I say that I am not actuated by
any party spirit in speaking as I have
done, I feel too strongly the gravity
of the principles involved in the proposals
in the Speech from the Throne. In the
lap' seven years we have spent much and
increased our obligations and our taxa-
tion to a terrible extent; and now, when
we have a falling revenue, with the cer-
tainty of a still larger fall, surely
it is a serious enough matter.
We ought to pause -when we
are called on to commit ourselves to a
policy involving an increase of our
obligations to the amount of £500,'000.'
I am not sayin 'g too much when I urge
that it is a matter every one of us ought
to think about seriously, and not in anyr
party spirit. We have had good fortune
in the colony, and the Government have
been progressing and benefiting them -selves iby that good fortune. I do not
want to detract from the right of the
Government to gain that benefit. I
give credit for all ; but because wse have
been so fortunate, surely there are many

reasons why the Government should
benefit by the experience of the sister
colonies. We ought not to be like the
ostrich, and think that by burying our
head in the sand we can escape the inevit-
able results which have followed such a
policy as is now proposed, in every other
part of the world. Ouir resources are
growing, and therefore the fall will be
less this year. Now is the time to face
the evil. If trouble comes, we shall never
be in such a, good position to face it as
we are to-day. Even if the Government
believed in the proposed works, surely
they might wait for twelve months, in
which time we could see how matters pro-
gressed, and what is to happen in connec-
tion with the present depression. That
is not too much to ask the Government
to do. I urge this, not because I wish to
excite a factious opposition towards their
policy, but because I earnestly believe
that such a course is best in the truest
interests of the colony. I am attached to
this colony by every tie just as strongly
as the Premier. I have urged him to
hold his hand, and not continue this
wicked policy at our present stage, but
delay for the next twelve months. During
that period we could carry out a system
of concentration and consolidation of our
resources. We would then be in a
stronger and better position, and might
then be able to take the responsibilities
which the Premier thinks are now justi-
fiable.

Mn. LEAKFJ (Alba-ny) : Before I address
myself to the subject Zo the debdle, I wish
to inform the House that it is my inten-
tion to move an amendment to the
Address-in,-Reply. Inasmuch as this
amendment will, I presume, amount
practically to a. vote of want of confidence,
I want to know whether the Premier
desires to move the adjournment of the
House in order to consider it. The
amendment will be in these terms: -

That the following paragraph be added to the
Address-in-Reply:-"We, however, are of
opinion that, considering the natural advantages
of Esperance as a port, and to ensure the most
economical development of the Divndes gold-
field, any railway to Norseman should start
from Esperance."

THE Pna3uER: I should not think that
a motion of want of confidence.

MR. SIMPSO.N: Not if it is carried?
Tns PRtEmiER: No.
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Mn. ILLINGOOTH: Any amendment to
the Address-in-Reply is a, motion of want
of confidence.

Tus PREMIER: I am not afraid of that.
Ma. LEAiKE: I do not wish to be de-

prived of my right to speak on this
amendment. If I move the adjournment
of the debate, what I have said will not
be tauken, I presume, as a speech before
the House.

Tns SPEAKER.:-The member for Albany
has not actually moved -the amendment,
but has only intimated his intention of
doing so.

MR. LHA.KR: I ask for your rifling,
Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEARER: Do you want to move
the adjournment of the debate?

MR. LEAXE: Yes.
Tm SPEAKER: If YOU Move the Ad-

journment of the debate, and do not say
any more, it will not deprive you of the
right to speak.

On the motion of Mn.LEASE, the debate
was then aourned till the next day.

ADJOURNMENT.
On the motion of the PNumn, the

House adjourned at 9.50 p.m. tilt the fol-
lowing afternoon.

~~eus~atbt trjucil
Wednesday, .Junc 22nd, 1898.

Papers presented-Chairman of Committees ap-
pointed--Sessional Orders: Standing Corn-
mittees appointed; Sitting Day. and
Honurs--Leave of Ahsence--Jur-r Deten-
tion Bill; first reading-wRivers Pollution
Bill; first reading-Prevention of Crime
Bill1; first reading-Lodgers' Goods Protec-
tion Bill ; first reading-Motion: Petition
of Right-Motion:- Perth Corporation L.oan
-'Motion: Address-in.Repily; Hon. R. S.
Haynes's Amendment; third day of debate
-Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
t.30 o'clock, p.m.

PR~AYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SECRTRY:I Proclama-

tion preserving all birds on the Abrolbos
Islands; Roads Boards and Commonage
Boards, by-laws made by; Scab Act, 1891,
regulations under; Stock Diseases Act,
1895, regulations under; Pearisheall
Fishery Act, regulations -under; Fishery
Act, 1889, regulations under; Destructive
Insects and Substances Act, 1880, regu-
lations under; Fertilisers and Feeding
Stuffs Act, 1895, regulations under;
Homesteads Act, 1893, regulations under;
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act, 1896,
regulations under; Homesteads Act,
regulations. re residential lots on gold-
fields;,- Free Areas on Goldfields, reeula-
tions; Timber Licenses, regulations; Re-
moval of Sand, etc., from Garden Island,
regulations.

Oribwwd to lie On the table.
Hox. R. S. HAYNES: Would the Col-

onial Secretary infonn me if the paners
dealing 'with the registration of firms have
been laid on the tablet

Tim COLONIAL SECRETA-RY: I
know nothing of them.

CHAIRMAN OF COMNEIflEES.
On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY, Sir George, Shentom. was appointed
to perform the duties of Chairman of
Committees during the session.

SE9SSIONAL ORDERR.
STANDING COMMITTEES.

On motions by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TART, the following committees for the
Session were appointed:

HousuE COMITTEEa. -The President,
Hlon. F. T. Crowder, Hon. R. S. Haynes,
and Hon. G. Randell;- with power to act
during the recess, and to confer with any

sImia Committee of the Legislative As-
sembly.

LIBRARY CominssE-The President,
Hon. J. W. Hackett, Hon. H. Briggs, Hion.
W, T. Loton, and Hon. G. Randell; with
leave to sit. during any adjournment twi
duriag the recess, and authority to act
jointly with the Library Committee of the
Legislative Assembly.

STANDING OSIDEBV4 OOMTMTEELThc
President, lion. 3. W. Hackett, Hon. A.
B. Kidson, and Hon. G. lRandell : with
leave to sit during any adjournment, and
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